
 

World’s longest animal welfare petition marched through
London

Tuesday 13 October, 2026

World’s longest animal welfare petition marched through London

NHS GP, TV doctor and author Amir Khan slams Pret's use of "frankenchickens" as 100,000
people boycott the popular coffee chain

London, October 13th - a 400m long petition was marched through central London streets and
delivered to Pret A Manger’s head office today as 100,000 people pledge to boycott the chain after it
broke its 2026 chicken welfare commitment. 

NHS GP, TV doctor and author Dr Amir Khan slammed the chain for “putting animal welfare above
profit” as he led several hundred “frankenchicken” campaigners in the stunt and rally outside Pret’s
offices in Victoria.

It ended with Anima's CEO entering Pret’s lobby and accusing the CEO of "hiding behind his desk”, after
ignoring an invitation to collect the pledges and an open letter signed by nine UK animal protection
organisations.

Pret’s chicken comes from fast-growing "frankenchickens" raised on low welfare farms. But campaigners
argue customers are being ‘conned’, as new polling reveals a majority of their customers mistakenly
believe they’re buying chickens raised to high welfare standards,* and over 40% mistakenly believe the
chickens are free range or organic.**

"Pret’s customers are being conned by empty promises," said Connor Jackson, Chief Executive of
Anima. “Every day people eat at Pret with expectations of high animal welfare, and yet behind their
polished marketing, frankenchickens are collapsing in their own waste from leg disorders and heart
failure.”

"Companies like Pret need to put animal welfare above profit and honour their promise to do better for
frankenchickens,” said NHS GP, TV doctor and author Dr Amir Khan. “Over 100,000 people have
pledged to take a break from Pret until they do the right thing, and I stand in solidarity with them and with
factory farmed chickens that suffer.”

Pret committed in 2018 to stop selling fast-growing "frankenchickens" by 2026. Their own reporting
shows they’ve made 0% progress. Fast-growing chickens are bred to grow 5x faster than chickens used
to in the 1950s. As a result, the birds frequently suffer from severe welfare problems such as walking
disorders, heart failure and skin burns from laying in their own waste.

The stunt comes as a new analysis by Development Economics estimates the boycotts could cost Pret
£3m in lost revenue in the first year alone. The firm has produced economic analyses for major UK
businesses including Barclays, McDonalds and the National Farmers' Union (NFU.)
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Notes to editors

Photos of the petition and rally. Credit: Anima / Andrea Domeniconi
Footage of the petition. Credit: Anima
Footage of Anima's CEO entering Pret's lobby. Credit: Anima
Pret A Manger's 2025 Progress Update confirms 0% adoption of slower-growing breeds in the
UK, US and France.
Poll report. Censuswide, 2000 UK adults, October 2026. *”Free range”, “Organic” and “RSPCA
Assured” answers combined. **”Free range” and “Organic” answers combined.
Breakfrompret.com website showing 100,000 pledges.
Development Economics report. Analysis based on average customer spend applied to academic
models of boycott behaviour to project a loss of £2.83 million in revenue over 12 months.
Open letter to Pret and list of signatories: Anima, Animal Equality, The Humane League UK, Four
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15EE9TYcGmr9TNRK1ZLrK5MlFGayCJUPC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d3dP6Gj7CsVPpdkr7nXvUvhGkTuScBXf?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15EE9TYcGmr9TNRK1ZLrK5MlFGayCJUPC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18WNtvLf8hXawxdwYX6xNKLT4QAJYW9mT/view
https://assets.ctfassets.net/4zu8gvmtwqss/6Uy4LaBMgex32J7Npbi7V/6653b28cefb7782186ba20ebe3ebffde/Pret_A_Manger_Better_Chicken_Commitment_Progress_Update_2026.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dON-xlak63GLpyemSmk_hAL1-p3thput/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100866969681822850763&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://breakfrompret.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pp2DHGXguCzt3BgQQXIfFqe3pJRYrYI1/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1crNXJmU3cpwjlYSRiAQ8atPpodx6GwUEFm295OQqgJg/edit?tab=t.0
https://pressat.co.uk/


 

Paws UK, Humane World for Animals, Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation, UK Voters for
Animals, OneKind, SARX.
March route: Trafalgar Square > Westminster > Victoria, 12-1pm.
Press enquiries: Connor Jackson, connor.jackson@anima.org.uk, +447504580011

  

Distributed By Pressat page 2 / 3

mailto:connor.jackson@anima.org.uk
tel:+44 7504 580011
https://pressat.co.uk/


 

Company Contact:

   

Anima  

T. 07504580011
E. connor.jackson@anima.org.uk
W. anima.org.uk

View Online

Additional Assets:

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.anima.pressat.co.uk

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Distributed By Pressat page 3 / 3

https://www.anima.pressat.co.uk/
https://www.anima.pressat.co.uk/
https://pressat.co.uk/releases/worlds-longest-animal-welfare-petition-marched-through-london-10d1121fa25fe81281a8f6c1b327c211/
https://anima.pressat.co.uk/
http://www.tcpdf.org
https://pressat.co.uk/

