
 

World Wildlife day 2023: partnering to support CITES for
almost 50 years

Friday 3 March, 2023

Today, for World Wildlife Day 2023, TRAFFIC joins the celebrations of 50 years of CITES and the
crucial role of ‘Partnerships for Wildlife Conservation’ in Washington D.C. On this occasion,
TRAFFIC looks forward to contributing to the celebrations by showcasing a partnership story
from the Himalayan mountains, ultimately addressing also wild-harvesting of CITES-listed
Appendix II plant species, Jatamansi Nardostachys jatamansi and the impact this has had on
local communities.

TRAFFIC was established in 1976 as a collaborative partnership by IUCN and WWF in response to the
signing of the CITES treaty 50 years ago. 

“Partnerships for Conservation are vital, as no organisation, and that includes the UN, can tackle the
biodiversity crisis on their own. We have a million species that are threatened with extinction, and it will
need all our combined efforts to reverse this. Partnerships bring together people or groups with different
levels of experience and expertise, to come up with new ideas and the goal of having impact,” Ivonne
Higuero, Secretary-General of CITES, in her address for the CITES World Wildlife Day video. 

Over the last 50 years, wildlife trade issues have become more complex and wide-ranging. Global efforts
to address wildlife trade must consider not only conservation impacts but also the socio-economic
impacts on the communities and countries concerned, as well as the role these efforts must play in
addressing global challenges such as climate change and health. 

“The triple threats of biodiversity loss, ecosystem degradation, and climate change require urgent global
action. No one organisation has the necessary resources and solutions – we must work together and
build strong coalitions to drive change. TRAFFIC takes deliberate action to work in partnership to
maximise our conservation impact and influence key target audiences to ensure that trade in wild species
is legal and sustainable, for the benefit of the planet and people,” said Richard Scobey, TRAFFIC
Executive Director. 

Successful partnerships for conservation must find ways of connecting global frameworks, business
supply chains and sustainable local community harvest, use and trade initiatives if the world is to reverse
the loss of biodiversity.

A partnership story from the Himalayan mountains 

At the hybrid event, Richard Scobey will explain how a TRAFFIC project, funded by the UK Government
through the Darwin Initiative, worked with partners and the Nepalese government to implement good
practices – including through piloting FairWild market-based tool in wild-harvesting of CITES-listed
Appendix II plant species, Jatamansi Nardostachys jatamansi and the impact this has had on local
communities.  

Scobey will explore how this species’ trade in Nepal supports over 15,000 people’s livelihoods with an
average of 25% of their annual income, how its ongoing success is critical to maintaining a climate
change-sensitive habitat home to the Vulnerable* Snow Leopard, Panthera uncia, and how, now, working
with our partners, local Community Forest User Groups sustainably manage the traceable supply as the
leading exporting country of Jatamansi. 

With TRAFFIC partners, this project has evolved into Himalayan plants for people: sustainable trade for
biodiversity and development, further funded by the UK Government through the Darwin Initiative to act
as a blueprint for other Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) in the country. 

The learnings from the project are already being shared through other projects, such as WildCheck.info,
which offers objective insights and advice on sourcing wild ingredients to support business, investment,
and policy scoping.

Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management also celebrates its 10th
anniversary in March 

As a founding partner, TRAFFIC also joins the announcement of a prominent example of a productive
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partnership, the Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management (CPW). It is a partnership
among 14 international organisations with substantive mandates and programmes to promote the
sustainable use and conservation of wildlife resources that the CPW has agreed to work together.  

On the occasion of World Wildlife Day, the CPW has announced its plan to work together on the following
new priorities:

To support countries to ensure that the use and trade of wildlife is legal, sustainable and safe;
To raise awareness of the links between sustainable use of wildlife, food security, livelihoods and
well-being, culture and the integrity of landscapes;
To promote the prevention, management and reduction of human-wildlife conflict and enhance
coexistence;
To embed the sustainable use and management of wildlife in the One Health agenda; and
To advocate for sustainable and inclusive wildlife economies.

Full CPW Statement

ENDS

This project is generously supported by the United Kingdom's Government Darwin Initiative. 

NOTES 

* Snow Leopard, Panthera uncia, is listed as Vulnerable on The IUCN Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM 

50 years of cites success

The original CITES agreement covered only 80 species, but it has since expanded to include more than
37,000 species of animals and, as demonstrated by the Jatamansi project, plants. From the 80
signatories that signed the Convention in 1973, CITES today boasts 184 countries around the globe.?

?In those years, CITES has developed a rich set of tools to assist Parties in their effective implementation
of the Convention - ranging from monitoring tools such as the CITES Trade Database and the Elephant
Trade Information System to non-detriment findings that ensure the harvest is not to the detriment of a
species.

The CITES 50-year anniversary and World Wildlife Day event is hosted by the United States Government
and the CITES Secretariat, in partnership with UNDP, Jackson Wild, the International Foundation for
Animal Welfare and the National Geographic Society. Event Live Stream
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