
 

Welsh Government Funding For Wales Rally GB Extended
Until 2018

Wednesday 5 August, 2015

New agreement with Welsh Government for three more years
North Wales continues to host global motor sport showpiece
Top names from the WRC quick to back new deal

International Motor Sports (IMS) Ltd is delighted to confirm that it has reached agreement with the Welsh
Government to continue its support of Wales Rally GB until the end of 2018.

The UK's round of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) has been branded Wales Rally GB since
the Welsh Government became principal funding partner in 2003. Now, a new deal will extend this
successful partnership for an additional three years making it one of the longest running title affiliations in
British sport.

Ben Taylor, Managing Director of IMS, said: "We are delighted to have agreed a new deal with the Welsh
Government whose support has been critical to the long standing success of Wales Rally GB. Their
forward thinking strategy allows our event to deliver around £10m of economic value to the Welsh
economy in addition to a world-class event that brings business, tourism and many other commercial
benefits to the country. The move to north Wales has been a great success in recent years; we can now
look forward to building on that platform and implementing exciting new plans to grow the event still
further. The Welsh Government's extended support for this international event is fantastic news not only
for rallying in Wales but also for the motor sport sector in the UK."

The Economy Minister, Edwina Hart, said: "I'm pleased that we can announce an extension to our
successful partnership with IMS to support the Wales Rally GB for a further three years. This world class
event continues to go from strength to strength and has developed a strong profile on the World Rally
Championship calendar.

"Developments such as the Rallyfest stages have proved invaluable in appealing to a wider audience,
making the sport more open and accessible to all, attracting more visitors and bringing additional
economic benefits as a result.

"The Rally provides an ideal platform for Wales to showcase its wide range of capabilities, including its
spectacular sceneries, Advanced Materials and Manufacturing Industries and its ability to successfully
deliver world-class major events. With the funding now in place, we can look forward to an even greater
event in 2016."

Wales Rally GB is the highlight of the UK rallying calendar and is renowned around the globe as one of
the most famous and challenging in the WRC. It's one of only two events that have remained a
permanent fixture since the WRC's inception in 1973 and the timed competitive special stages set in the
legendary Welsh forests are acclaimed as some of the world's finest.

The roster of Wales Rally GB winners includes a raft of World Champions including Petter Solberg (2003,
2004 & 2005), Marcus Gronholm (2006), Sébastien Loeb (2008, 2009 & 2010) and, most recently,
reigning title-holder Sébastien Ogier (2013 & 2014).

Wales Rally GB was based in south Wales from 2003 to 2012 before its relocation to a new headquarters
in north Wales in 2013.

This year's Wales Rally GB takes place between 12-15 November. Advanced tickets offering significant
discounts are already on sale. Full information on these and the 2015 rally route can be found on the
official www.walesrallygb.com website. 

Elfyn Evans, M-Sport World Rally Team

"This is massive news especially for the local economy. Coming from the area I'm fully aware of what
having a big event like this in north Wales does for the region. It's not just in one part either – these
benefits are spread all over north and mid Wales, so it's fantastic that the Welsh Government has
decided to reinvest again. Obviously I'd love to be on the podium and, perhaps, even win Wales Rally GB
before 2018!"
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Sébastien Ogier, 2013 & 2014 FIA World Rally Champion, Volkswagen Motorsport

"Wales Rally GB is a historic rally in the championship. Britain is a country of motor sport, with much
history in rallying and Formula 1. We should continue to race there and Wales has fantastic forest roads
to drive. Of course I will be happy to have Wales staying in the championship – even if it is a hard
challenge for me. I have managed to learn it, and win it, now with that experience and I want to do it
again!"

Malcolm Wilson OBE, Team Principal, M-Sport World Rally Team

"It's great news to see this level of investment and the length of the investment which is important,
particularly after the rally has now developed and has such a good base in north Wales. This will let the
organising team continue to build on what has been such a success in recent years. This is a great
stepping-stone for the event to go from strength-to-strength as I do believe now it has the right platform to
build on. This event has so much history and has seen so many battles over the years often for the world
championship title that I can't imagine the world championship without it."

Kris Meeke, Citroen Total Abu Dhabi WRT

"Wales Rally GB is the closest thing I have to a home round of the championship, which is why it's great
news that the Welsh Government is getting behind the event again. The stages are some of the best in
the world and the championship wouldn't be the same without them. I love the conditions in Wales and I
love the rally. Wales Rally GB has always been in the championship and always should be."

Ends.

Notes to Editors

About Wales Rally GB: Since its inception in 1932, the International Rally of Great Britain has been run
70 times. Enforced stoppages have included World War 2, Suez Crisis (1957) and Foot and Mouth
(1967). It is one of only two events (along with Finland) to have retained its status as both a qualifying
and scoring round of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) since the championship was established
in 1973. 

Wales Rally GB is the 13th and final round of this year's WRC and is organised and promoted by
International Motor Sports Ltd (IMS), the commercial arm of the Motor Sports Association, the governing
body of UK motor sport. Branded as Wales Rally GB since 2003 when the Welsh Government became
the principal funding partner, the rally is based out of a central Service Park in Deeside with competitive
stages throughout north and mid-Wales. It was awarded the Best Event (Large) accolade at the National
Tourism Awards for Wales 2015. 

The event's official website is www.walesrallygb.com and provides regular news updates as well as a link
to copyright-free images.

Media Contacts: 

Jonathan Gill, Wales Rally GB Media Office, MPA Creative, High Barn, Effingham, Surrey KT24 5PR.
Tel:01372 414120 or 07860 563000
E-mail: Jonathan.Gill@MPACreative.com

Welsh Government Laura Williams
Tel: 02920 898665
E-mail: laura.williams@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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