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WEDDINGS CANNOT WAIT

Wednesday 9 June, 2021

INDUSTRY CAMPAIGN GROUP WHAT ABOUT WEDDINGS APPEALS TO PRIME MINISTER TO
LIFT RESTRICTIONS FOR 21ST JUNE

In a new online survey carried out last week, in collaboration with ITV News, campaign group What About
Weddings found that 39% of businesses would fold within 1-3 months if restrictions are not lifted in full for
normal weddings by 21st June. More than 150,000 jobs in the industry are at immediate risk of being lost
in every corner of the UK.

On 9th June 2021, UK wedding campaign group What About Weddings are asking the government to
urgently consider the implications of continuing any restrictions for the wedding industry, employing over
400,000 workers a year across both rural and urban areas in every constituency of the country.

The UK wedding industry is worth almost £15bn to the UK economy every year, and 80% of businesses
are headed by female entrepreneurs who often work flexibly and around childcare responsibilities. The
government has been heavily criticised for discriminating against a world leading sector that has been
closed in all but name since March 2020 with over 95% of businesses claiming they have not had
sufficient financial support. Having lost a year and a half of trade, businesses face closures and an entire
sector collapse, with couples reporting extreme levels of stress and anxiety as they face the possibility of
yet more postponements and life plans put on hold.

Delays to the roadmap set out by Boris Johnson on 22nd February would not equate to “just a couple of
weeks” for the wedding industry, as the knock on effect would immediately impact consumer confidence
and result in almost £325 million a week in losses.

Without wedding insurance in the market to protect couples and businesses from cancellations and
postponements due to Covid19 and government imposed restrictions, there are nearly one million people
who are at risk of significant financial losses and no protection or compensation. Industry leaders have
been calling for a government backed insurance scheme for over 8 months, with workable proposals sent
to government officials on multiple occasions.

“Weddings restricted to 30 attendees are just not viable, with many suppliers reporting losses when
trading at that level. While many couples have been forced to accept lower numbers over the last year,
the demand for so-called micro weddings is just not there.” said Jessie Westwood, leading UK wedding
planner at Studio Sorores in the Cotswolds.

What About Weddings is now warning the government to urgently consider making the wedding industry
a priority for reopening in full on 21st June or be responsible for widespread and large scale job losses
and business closures.
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Anonymous quote from our 4 day survey.
28May - 1June, 3907 respondents

“As a doctor who has worked throughout the
pandemic and understands what covid can
do,Istill feel there are ways to safely open up.
the wedding industry. The wedding industry
has been forgotten, the suppliers ignored and
this s their busiest time of year. Please
ignoring us and let us get married!”

Anonymous quote from our d day survey.
28 May -1.June, 3907 respondents
“The insensitivity that Boris
Joht Baeha s ding
industry, particularly over the last
fortnight, is disgusting”

Data from our 4 day survey. 28 My -1 June, 3907 respondents.

98%

of
not been treated the same as other similar
industries, ie, hospitality, by the Government.

Data from our 4 day survey. 28 My -1 June, 3907 respondents.

39%

restrictions are not lfted on 21st June, their business
‘would not survive beyond a period of 3 months.

Data from our 4 day survey. 28 May -1 June, 3907 respondorts.

Only 2% of respondents stated that

the current situation is not
impacting their mental health at all.

Data from our  day suvey. 28 May -1 June, 3907 respondonts.

95%

of wedding suppliers who responded
feel the government has not provided
enough financial support.

Data from our d day suvey. 28 May -1 June, 3907 respondents.

89%

of respondents feel government
guidance around weddings has been
‘Not so clear’ or ‘Not at all clear".
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Company Contact:

Jessie Westwood - What About Weddings/Studio Sorores

T. 07940048885
E. info@studiosorores.com
W. https://www.whataboutweddings.co.uk

Additional Contact(s):
Holly Ramsey, Interel UK

Holly.Ramsey@interelgroup.com
Mob: +44 7960 025 773

Louise Abraham, Interel UK
Louise.Abraham@interelgroup.com
Mob: +44 7875673850

View Online

Additional Assets:

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
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