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UN University Launches 'Jargon Buster' App 2.0:
Unscrambling More UN Jargon

Thursday 14 April, 2016 Media:

Do you know the difference between a migrant, a refugee, and an internally displaced person (IDP)?
Between a special political mission and a peacekeeping operation? Between Sustainable Development  [ECCEN 4 Bl
Goal (SDG) 5 on Gender Equality and SDG 10 on Reduced Inequalities? MAeT

The UNU Jargon Buster is a glossary app for UN terminology: from simple acronyms to political . a
proceedings to technical designations. All entries are linked to online references or further readings, and
arranged alphabetically, by source, and by SDG. At its core, the app gathers knowledge from seven UNU
sites: in Belgium (UNU-CRIS), Germany (UNU-EHS and UNU-FLORES), Iceland (UNU-GEST), Japan
(UNU-IAS), Malaysia (UNU-IIGH), and the Netherlands (UNU-MERIT — the project lead). Reactions to
Version 1.0 included:

“For some of you, this is the most important app you will download all year," said Dr. Laura
Hammond, School of Oriental & African Studies, University of London.

“Researching the Global Goals? You need this jargon buster app..!" tweeted the UN Library at UN " B
Headquarters, New York. —
Now from Version 2.0, released on *15 April 2016, the app becomes a 'metaglossary": step-by-step
incorporating terminology from various international bodies including the International Organization for ' :
Migration (IOM), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the UN Institute Related
for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the UN Sectors:
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS),
and the UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD). The ultimate aim is to gather all the Charities & non-profits ::

. Consumer Technology ::
knowledge created and applied by the UN system as a whole. Education & Human Resources -

Environment & Nature ::
. ) . . . . Government :: Health :: Media &
With this new release, the front- and back-ends are substantially different from the pilot version. The user warketing :: Public Sector &

interface is now dominated by the UN SDGs, which become the primary means of finding and filtering Legal

terms. In addition, users are able to search alphabetically or by source. The back-end has also changed, Related
moving from an Excel file to a content management system that refreshes the database in real-time. Now
every time a user opens the app, there is a brief background search for new entries. This text-based Keywords:

process uses minimal data: a few kilobytes. Jargon :: Terminology - App *
Jargon Buster :: SDG :: UN ::

ited i N S 8
Version 2.0 will be launched at the official opening of the new UNU-MERIT building in Maastricht, the Xsnl'fnyrﬁa:tzlgesﬁnitli‘lol\:nl‘:': e

Netherlands, in the presence of Dr. David M. Malone, the Rector of the United Nations University,
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations; Annemarie Penn-te Strake, the Mayor of Maastricht; a Scan Me:
host of regional and national dignitaries; and the staff, fellows and students of UNU-MERIT.

For Howard Hudson, the UNU editor who created the Jargon Buster: “The aim is to demystify a little the
important but complicated work done by the UN as a whole: to be a bridge between the UN system,
academia and the general public."

This free app is a searchable, offline, one-stop shop: designed for anyone seeking a UN glossary
anywhere in the world, at a conference or in the field, be they students, scholars or policymakers. As of
April 2016, the app contains several hundred entries; the database will be continuously expanded in the
background over the coming months and years. This project is run by Howard Hudson, Diego Salama
and lulia Falcan, with design and technical support from Mediablenders. *Version 2.0 will launch first on
Android; the iOS version will follow shortly afterwards.

To arrange an interview with the creators, please contact:
Howard Hudson / hudson@merit.unu.edu
Tel: +31(0)433884430

Diego Salama / salama@merit.unu.edu
Tel: +31(0)43 3884406

Sueli Brodin / brodin@merit.unu.edu
Tel: +31(0)433884477
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http://www.merit.unu.edu/unu-jargon-buster-2-0-download-from-15-april-2016/
https://twitter.com/lhammondsoas/status/692467309663932418
https://twitter.com/lhammondsoas/status/692467309663932418
https://twitter.com/UNLibrary/status/668920848368205824
http://www.merit.unu.edu/about-us/profile/?staff_id=1295
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.unumerit.app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/jargon-buster/id1050605723
mailto:hudson@merit.unu.edu
mailto:salama@merit.unu.edu
mailto:brodin@merit.unu.edu
https://pressat.co.uk/
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Note to Editors: The United Nations University — Maastricht Economic and Social Research Institute on
Innovation and Technology (UNU-MERIT) is a research and training institute of United Nations University
based in Maastricht in the south of the Netherlands. The institute explores the social, political and
economic factors that drive technological innovation, with a particular focus on creation, diffusion and
access to knowledge. For more details: http://www.merit.unu.edu/about-us/.
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Company Contact:

United Nations University - MERIT

T.+31 43 388 44 00
E. info@merit.unu.edu
W. https://www.merit.unu.edu/

Additional Contact(s):

Howard Hudson, Head of Communications
hudson@merit.unu.edu

+31 43 388 44 30

View Online
Additional Assets:

https://youtu.be/iko977DvVUR8
http://www.merit.unu.edu/unu-jargon-buster-2-0-download-from-15-april-2016/

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.unu-merit.pressat.co.uk
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