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Analysis from western perspective by Podiomedia

Al Dale' - Southern Yemen - During the peaceful demonstrations in the city of Al-Dhalea in South Yemen,
a message emerged that extends far beyond local geography and reaches the very core of the
international order: do the principles upheld by the United Nations and Western democracies still hold
when it comes to protecting civilians in conflict-affected regions? The demonstrations come at a time of
prolonged instability and economic hardship across South Yemen.

This mass rally underscores that peaceful protest remains one of the most legitimate forms of
expression, a right protected under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which guarantees
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, as well as the principle of self-determination enshrined in
the UN Charter. These demonstrations were not a call to violence, but a peaceful appeal for justice,
development, and the right to determine political and economic futures within the framework of
international law.

Behind the slogans lies a deeper humanitarian crisis. Families and children continue to live without
reliable access to clean water or adequate healthcare, conditions that expose the gap between
international principles and daily reality. Protesters have called for South Yemen’s natural resources to
be managed transparently and accountably, ensuring that wealth benefits local communities rather than
being lost to political conflict and instability.

This places a clear responsibility on the international community, particularly Western governments such
as the United States, the United Kingdom, and the European Union, to apply diplomatic pressure to
protect civilians and prevent actions that risk escalating tensions. Calls for an independent international
monitoring mission represent a necessary step to document violations and safeguard the space for
peaceful expression.

At the same time, sustained and impartial international media coverage remains essential to ensure that
civilian suffering is neither overlooked nor excluded from global accountability.
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