
 

Shortlist Announced for Crime Novel of the Year 2017

Monday 22 May, 2017

STRICTLY EMBARGOED: 00.01am, Monday 22 May 2017

THEAKSTON FESTIVAL ROUNDS UP SIX SUSPECTS ON CRIME NOVEL AWARD SHORTLIST

The shortlist for crime writing’s most wanted accolade, the Theakston Old Peculier Crime Novel of the
Year, has been announced.

The most prestigious prize in the crime genre is now entering its 13th year. The shortlisted six were
whittled down from a longlist of 18 titles published by British and Irish authors whose novels were
published in paperback between 1 May 2016 and 30 April 2017.

The 2017 Award is run in partnership with title sponsor T&R Theakston Ltd, WHSmith, and The Mail on
Sunday.

The shortlist in full:

Chris Brookmyre, Black Widow
Eva Dolan, After You Die
Sabine Durrant, Lie With Me
Mick Herron, Real Tigers
Val McDermid, Out Of Bounds
Susie Steiner, Missing, Presumed   

Chris Brookmyre beat stiff competition to win the Scottish crime book of the year award with his novel, 
Black Widow, a story of cyber-abuse, where ‘even the twists have twists’. It features his long-time
character, reporter Jack Parlabane. Scotland’s first minister, Nicola Sturgeon tweeted that she had been
given the novel as an early Valentine’s Day present by her husband, declaring it ‘brilliant’.

Essex-based writer Eva Dolan returns to the shortlist for the second year; Tell No Tales was shortlisted
in 2016. Her follow-up After You Die is the third book from the author BBC Radio 4 marked as a ‘rising
star of crime fiction’. Shortlisted for the CWA Dagger for unpublished authors when she was just a
teenager, her debut novel Long Way Home, was the start of a major new crime series starring two
detectives from the Peterborough Hate Crimes Unit. 

Lie With Me, the psychological thriller by Sabine Durrant was a Richard and Judy book pick. Durrant,
also a feature writer, is a former assistant editor of The Guardian and former literary editor at The Sunday
Times. Full of violent twists, her roguish charmer, Paul Morris, a once acclaimed author now living off
friends and feeding them lies, is invited on a Greek holiday and events take a sinister turn. The Guardian
praised it as a ‘thriller worthy of Ruth Rendell or Patricia Highsmith.’ 

Mick Herron’s espionage thriller, Real Tigers, is the third in his Jackson Lamb series. It received critical
acclaim, with The Spectator saying the novel ‘explodes like a firecracker in all directions’. The series is
based on an MI5 department of ‘rejects’ – intelligent services’ misfits and screw-ups, featuring anti-hero
Jackson Lamb. Herron’s writing was praised by critic Barry Forshaw for ‘the spycraft of le Carré
refracted through the blackly comic vision of Joseph Heller’s Catch-22.’

Val McDermid, acknowledged as the ‘Queen of Crime’ has sold over 15m books to date. Her latest
number one bestseller, Out of Bounds, features DCI Karen Pirie unlocking the mystery of a 20 year-old
murder inquiry. The book is her 30th novel. 

Susie Steiner is also a former Guardian journalist. Her first crime novel introduces Detective Manon
Bradshaw, working on the high profile missing person’s case of Cambridge post-grad Edith Hind,
daughter of Sir Ian and Lady Hind. Can DS Manon Bradshaw wade through the evidence before a
missing person inquiry becomes a murder investigation? Missing, Presumed, was a Sunday Times
bestseller, a Richard & Judy pick and was praised for its stylish, witty and compelling writing. 

The shortlist was selected by an academy of crime writing authors, agents, editors, reviewers and
members of the Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival Programming Committee. 
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The titles will now be promoted in a seven-week promotion in over 1,500 libraries and WHSmith stores
nationwide throughout June and July.

The overall winner will be decided by the panel of Judges, alongside a public vote. The public vote opens
on 1 July and closes 14 July at www.theakstons.co.uk. 

The winner will be announced at an award ceremony hosted by broadcaster Mark Lawson on 20 July on
the opening night of the 15th Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival in Harrogate. They’ll receive
a £3,000 cash prize, as well as a handmade, engraved beer barrel provided by Theakston Old Peculier. 

Last year’s winner was Clare Mackintosh for I Let You Go, which has sold more than a million copies
worldwide.

Executive director of T&R Theakston, Simon Theakston, said: “The shortlist this year highlights the
incredible writers at work today. As these novels show, crime novels explore issues at the heart of our
society and tap into the zeitgeist. 2017’s winner will join the list of game changing authors who have won
this most coveted award over the last decade, including Denise Mina, Lee Child, and Sarah Hilary.” 

Gemma Rowland, Operations Manager at Harrogate International Festivals, the arts organisation that
delivers the festival, said: “The public’s vote is incredibly important. At the Festival, we value readers as
much as the authors who take part; it’s the readers that have real power when it comes to judging a
book’s worth, so I’d encourage everyone to make their voice heard – it’s free and simple to vote
online.” 

It’s also been announced that the awards night will honour Lee Child. The Jack Reacher creator will
receive the Outstanding Contribution to Crime Fiction Award, joining past winners Val McDermid,
Sara Paretsky, Lynda La Plante, Ruth Rendell, PD James, Colin Dexter and Reginald Hill.

Child has been dubbed a ‘billion-dollar brand’ for his blockbuster Jack Reacher series, adapted to film
by Tom Cruise.

Simon added: “We’re particularly delighted to be honouring Lee Child. He is nothing short of a
phenomenon. The Jack Reacher series tops bestseller lists worldwide, with a staggering 100 million
books sold. Lee is very deserving of this accolade, and will have his rightful place in a pantheon of
legendary crime authors who have achieved this honour to date.”

Lee Child said: “It’s an honour - probably undeserved - to be placed in the same category as the
previous recipients of this prize. In particular I would like to thank Simon Theakston for his generous and
visionary support of the genre.”

--Ends-- 

For further information please contact Ann Chadwick at Cause UK 07534892715 Ann@causeuk.com 

NOTES TO EDITORS

KEY AWARD DATES

18 April: 18 longlist titles officially announced; titles promoted in libraries nationwide via
posters/bookmarks.

21 April – 31 May: Longlist titles will feature online on WHSmith.co.uk and the WHSmith blog as well as
in libraries nationwide

22 May: Shortlist of 6 announced; shortlist promotion in libraries via posters/bookmarks

1 June – 23 July: 6 Shortlisted titles will feature in a 7-week campaign in WHSmith stores nationwide

1 July: Online voting opens to the public for shortlisted titles on Theakston’s website; closes 14 July

19 July: Judging panel meet 

20 July: Winner announced at Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival, 8pm Award Ceremony 

THE WINNER
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The eventual winner of the Award will be determined by a combination of the results of the public vote
(20%) and the deliberation of a judging panel (80%). 

The judging panel is comprised of literary and broadcasting/media figures and representatives of T&R
Theakston and WHSmith. 2017’s judges are: Festival Programming Chair Elly Griffiths, WHSmith’s
Head of Fiction Sandra Bradley, Books Editor at The Mail on Sunday Marilyn Warnick, BBC Radio 2
Book Club producer Joe Haddow and executive director of title sponsor T&R Theakston, Simon
Theakston. 

WINNER ACCOUNCEMENT 

The winner will be announced at the Awards ceremony in Harrogate at 8pm on Thursday 20 July 2017,
hosted by acclaimed broadcaster Mark Lawson.

THE PRIZE

A cash prize of £3,000 will be provided for the winner. The winning author will also receive a handmade,
engraved beer barrel provided by Theakstons Old Peculier.

The winning title will feature in a 2-week campaign in WHSmith stores nationwide.

PREVIOUS WINNERS

2005 – Lazy Bones by Mark Billingham

2006 – The Torment of Others by Val McDermid

2007 – Two Way Split by Allan Guthrie

2008 – The Tenderness of Wolves by Stef Penney 

2009 – Death Message by Mark Billingham

2010 - A Simple Act of Violence by RJ Ellory 

2011 – 61 Hours by Lee Child

2012 – The End of the Wasp Season by Denise Mina

2013 – Beasts and Gods, by Denise Mina

2014 – Rubbernecker by Belinda Bauer

2015 – Someone Else’s Skin by Sarah Hilary

2016 – I Let You Go by Clare Mackintosh

The Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival

The Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival is Europe’s largest event dedicated to the celebration
of crime fiction. Taking place annually over four days each July (20-23, 2017) the Festival programmes
over 90 best-selling UK and international crime authors and over 30 events. It is delivered by the north of
England’s leading arts festival organisation, Harrogate International Festivals.  

Special guests for the 15th Festival include Lee Child, Ian Rankin, Dennis Lehane, Brenda Blethyn,
Stuart MacBride, Peter May, Arne Dahl, Joseph Finder, Kathy Reichs, Robson Green and James
Runcie. 

2016’s event sold 14,000 individual tickets over four days. It was cited as one of the UK’s top literary
festivals in the Guardian and Elle magazine, and reached 8.2 million Twitter users, with 35.9 million
impressions during the first week of 2016’s Festival. 

2017’s Programming Chair is Elly Griffiths. http://ellygriffiths.co.uk  

Elly is the bestselling author of two crime series: the Dr Ruth Galloway novels, which are set in Norfolk
and feature a forensic archaeologist and the Stephens and Mephisto series which is based in 1950s
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Brighton. The Dr Ruth Galloway series has won the CWA Dagger in the library, and has been shortlisted
three times for the Theakston's Old Peculier Crime Novel of the Year. Elly lives near Brighton with her
husband, an archaeologist, and their two children.
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Company Contact:

   

Cause UK  

T. 07534892715
E. ann@causeuk.com
W. https://www.causeuk.com

Additional Contact(s):
Clair@causeuk.com
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Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
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