
 

Scotch Whisky Association Announces New Chairman

Tuesday 2 December, 2014

Pierre Pringuet, chief executive and vice chairman of Pernod Ricard, owner of the Chivas Brothers
Scotch Whisky company, has been appointed as the new chairman of The Scotch Whisky Association
(SWA).

Mr Pringuet succeeds Ian Curle, Edrington chief executive, who was chair of the trade body for three
years. Mr Curle will remain on the SWA's governing council. Peter Gordon, director at William Grant &
Sons, replaces Mr Pringuet as vice chairman of the SWA.

The SWA aims to sustain Scotch Whisky's position as the leading high-quality spirit drink and to drive its
long-term growth worldwide in an increasingly competitive environment.

The appointment of Mr Pringuet shows the "auld alliance" between Scotland and France remains strong
and reflects the international nature of Scotch Whisky.

Mr Pringuet will work closely with SWA chief executive David Frost and the rest of the Association council
to guide the Scotch Whisky industry to further success. The Association's priorities will be to secure a
competitive business environment, the industry's social responsibility agenda, fair access to export
markets, and the legal protection of Scotch Whisky world-wide. 

With a UK Budget only three months away, there will also be an immediate focus on the high taxation of
Scotch Whisky, where nearly 80% of the average price of a bottle goes straight to the UK government.

Mr Pringuet joined Pernod Ricard in 1987 as development director. In 2000 he became a joint CEO of the
company. He was appointed sole CEO in 2008 and vice chairman of the board of directors in 2012.

Mr Curle said he is confident that Mr Pringuet will continue the good work of the Association, adding: "I
have enjoyed my three years as chairman of such a well-respected organisation which does an excellent
job in representing the interests of the Scotch Whisky industry globally."

Pierre Pringuet, new SWA chairman, said: "I feel privileged to take over as chairman of the SWA and I'm
committed to ensuring Scotch Whisky retains its position as an iconic product around the world. With its
great brands and committed people, as well as the support of governments at home and abroad, the
Scotch Whisky industry will go from strength to strength."

In other senior appointments, Ivan Menezes, chief executive of Diageo, the largest producer of Scotch
Whisky, and Richard Burn, global policy and public affairs director of Diageo, join the SWA council.

The SWA also announced that Julie Hesketh-Laird has been appointed as its new deputy chief
executive. Ms Hesketh-Laird joined the SWA in 2005 as director of operational & technical affairs and
she will continue in this role alongside her new position. 

Finally, the Association also announced it intends to sell its Atholl Crescent office and move to modern
premises in Edinburgh during 2015, and to open a small permanent office in London to strengthen its
impact there.

David Frost, SWA chief executive, said: "I'm delighted to welcome Pierre Pringuet as chairman and to
announce other changes at the Association which further strengthen our ability to represent the industry
effectively. 

"This is an exciting time for the SWA and the entire Scotch Whisky industry. The industry supports
around 40,000 jobs across the UK and exports about £4 billion annually, but its success cannot be taken
for granted. Economic headwinds and challenges, both domestically and in overseas markets, mean the
work of the Association on behalf of the industry is of vital importance."

EndsA biography of Pierre Pringuet is below. A photo is also attached and other Scotch Whisky pictures
are available on the SWA Flickr feedhttps://www.flickr.com/photos/scotchwhiskyassociation/

With media enquiries please contact Rosemary Gallagher, SWA communications manager, 0131 222
9230/07432 605385 or email rgallagher@swa.org.ukwww.scotch-whisky.org.uk
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@ScotchWhiskySWAPierre PRINGUET - biography Vice-Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
Pernod Ricard A graduate of the École Polytechnique and the École des Mines, Mr Pierre Pringuet
started his career in the French civil service. He was Advisor to government minister Michel Rocard from
1981 to 1985 before being given responsibility for the farming and food processing industries at the
Ministry of Agriculture. He joined Pernod Ricard in 1987 as Development Director, playing an active role
in the Group's international development and holding the positions of Managing Director of the Société
pour l'Exportation de Grandes Marques (1987-1996) and then Chairman and CEO of Pernod Ricard
Europe (1997-2000). In 2000, he joined Mr Patrick Ricard at the Holding Company as one of Pernod
Ricard's two joint CEOs, together with Richard Burrows. Mr Pierre Pringuet was appointed Director of the
Board of Pernod Ricard in 2004 and led the successful acquisition of Allied Domecq in 2005 and its
integration process. In December of that year, he became the Group's sole Managing Director. In 2008,
Mr Pierre Pringuet carried out the acquisition of Vin&Sprit (V&S) and its brand ABSOLUT Vodka which
completed Pernod Ricard's international development. Following the withdrawal of Mr Patrick Ricard from
his operational duties, Mr Pierre Pringuet was appointed CEO of Pernod Ricard on 5 November 2008,
and was also appointed Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors by the Board on 29 August 2012. Mr
Pierre Pringuet is also the Chairman of the Sully Committee, which promotes the French food processing
industry and was appointed Chairman of the Association Française des Entreprises Privées (AFEP)
(French Association of Private Enterprises) on 29 June 2012. 

He holds the rank of Knight of the National Order of the Legion of Honour, of the National Order of Merit
and an Officer of the Agricultural Merit.

Distributed By Pressat page 2 / 3

https://pressat.co.uk/


 

Company Contact:

   

Pressat Wire  

E. support[@]pressat.co.uk

View Online

Additional Assets:

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.wire.pressat.co.uk

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Distributed By Pressat page 3 / 3

https://www.wire.pressat.co.uk/
https://www.wire.pressat.co.uk/
https://pressat.co.uk/releases/scotch-whisky-association-announces-new-chairman-0fa1ec518d538c5b183c06b07d878b4f/
https://wire.pressat.co.uk/
http://www.tcpdf.org
https://pressat.co.uk/

