
 

RSPCA SHOULD PROSECUTE GOVERNMENT BADGER
KILLERS, SAYS OXFORD ETHICIST

Thursday 30 May, 2013

The RSPCA should prosecute those involved in the mass killing of badgers says leading animal ethicist,
Professor Andrew Linzey a theologian at Oxford University.

"The planned killings -- erroneously called "culls" -- which are planned to take place on 1 June are utterly
bereft of scientific or ethical justification”, says Professor Andrew Linzey.

"In the history of animal protection, we have witnessed many attempts to fool the public but none more
concerted or ridiculous than the proposed killing of thousands upon thousands of badgers. In less than a
week's time government paid guns will shoot free running badgers which will undoubtedly cause
suffering. The RSPCA and other animal welfare organisations should bring test cases to demonstrate the
cruelty involved and the perfidity of the government's justifications.”

“The Secretary of State for the Environment, Owen Paterson, has shown himself incapable of reflecting
either the views of the Commons (which has voted overwhelming against the so-called "cull") or the
majority of public opinion. He should resign to make way for someone who understands the nation's
concern for the proper treatment of animals."

"The only solution to bovine TB is the vaccination of cows and/or badgers. Everything else is dross and
detail."

Professor Linzey is Director of the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics www.oxfordanimalethics.com and
author of Why Animal Suffering Matters published by Oxford University Press.
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For more press information please contact Sam Calvert, Samantha Calvert Marketing & PR, 
sam@samcalvert.plus.com / 01782 505430 / 07967 042050.

• The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics was founded in 2006 by its director Professor Andrew Linzey, is
an independent Centre with the aim of pioneering ethical perspectives on animals through academic,
research, teaching and publication. The Centre has more than 60 Fellows drawn from a variety of
academic disciplines from throughout the world. For more information about the Centre and its Fellows
please see its website at www.oxfordanimalethics.com.

• The Revd Professor Andrew Linzey is a Member of the Faculty of Theology, University of Oxford. He
has written or edited 20 books, including Animal Theology (SCM Press/University of Illinois Press, 1994)
and Why Animal Suffering Matters (Oxford University Press, 2009).
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