
 

Rhino celebrates first birthday by devouring ‘cake’ at ZSL
Whipsnade Zoo

Thursday 8 September, 2016

Channelling their inner Mary Berry, rhino keepers at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo swapped their brooms for
baking tins this week, as they prepared a very special birthday cake for rhino calf Bali’s first birthday.

Juvenile male, Bali, a greater one-horned rhino who weighs in at an impressive one-hundred stone,
wasted no time at all in demolishing his birthday surprise - with mum Behan making sure she got in on
the action.

To mark the occasion, Bali’s dedicated keepers spent hours creating a bespoke cake, made from a
recipe featuring the rhino’s favourite food including apples, carrots, parsnips, bananas, grapes and
carrots.

While Bali, and his one-and-a-half tonne mother, were at first relaxing in their wallowing pool, once they
spotted the cake they soon came charging over to make light work of the masterpiece.

Senior keeper Chrisy Sellwood-Brown, who helped make the cake, said: “Bali’s first birthday is a cause
for celebration, as his birth marked a huge success for the European conservation breeding programme
for greater one-horned rhinos, which are classified as vulnerable in the wild due to illegal poaching and
habitat loss. 

“It might look like just a bit of fun, but the cake was great enrichment for the mum and son duo – they’re
inquisitive animals who love to investigate new things and this was a very exciting treat to discover.

“While our cake might not win us star baker on the Great British Bake Off, I’m sure Mary Berry would
give us rhino keepers an A+ for effort!” 

On September 6 last year, Bali became the 14th greater one-horned rhino to be born at ZSL Whipsnade
Zoo, which was one of the first ever Zoos in the world to breed the species in 1957.

International conservation and science charity the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) works in Nepal to
monitor and protect greater one-horned rhinos through an anti-poaching task-force and working
alongside local communities. ZSL’s work in Chitwan National Park enabled the number of rhinos to rise
from 100 in the late 1960s to 544 in 2000.
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Editor’s Notes

High res photos available to download here: https://zslondon.sharefile.com/d-s804935bfbd5457aa
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Greater one-horned rhinos or Indian rhinos (species)

Greater one-horned rhinos usually live to 30 – 45 years of age and have a gestation period of
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approximately 16 months. Their diet includes mainly grasses, but also some fruit, leaves, shrubs and tree
branches. 

Greater one-horned rhinos are classified as Vulnerable by IUCN’s Red List of Threatened Species, due
to illegal poaching and a decline in quality of habitat. The species is harvested illegally for its horn and
other products used in traditional Chinese medicine. Native to India and Nepal, there are thought to be
less than 3,500 greater one-horned rhinos left in the wild. Over 70% of the wild population found in
Kaziranga National Park. Conservation efforts however mean that there has been a recent increase in
overall population. 

International conservation and science charity the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) works in Nepal to
monitor and protect greater one-horned rhinos through an anti-poaching task-force and working
alongside local communities in Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park and Suklaphanta Wildlife
Reserve. ZSL’s work in Chitwan National Park allowed the number of rhinos to rise from 100 in the late
1960s to 544 in 2000.

Use of ZSL images and video 

Photographs, video or graphics distributed by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) to support this
media release may only be used for editorial reporting purposes for the contemporaneous illustration of
events, things or the persons in the image or facts mentioned in the media release or image caption.
Reuse of the picture or video requires further permission from the press office of ZSL. 

Zoological Society of London (ZSL) 

Founded in 1826, the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) is an international scientific, conservation and
educational charity whose mission is to promote and achieve the worldwide conservation of animals and
their habitats. Our mission is realised through our ground-breaking science, our active conservation
projects in more than 50 countries and our two Zoos, ZSL London Zoo and ZSL Whipsnade Zoo. For
more information visit www.zsl.org

ZSL – Imagine a world without wildlife

An elephant is killed by poachers every fifteen minutes. Amphibians across the globe are facing an
unparalleled disease epidemic. Fish numbers risk being matched by toxic plastic pollutants within a
decade. The world’s wildlife populations have halved in just 40 years.  

These facts can become fiction if we act now. International conservation charity the Zoological Society of
London is working for wildlife around the world to ensure no one has to imagine a world without wildlife.
Find out how to get involved at www.zsl.org/withwildlife or join the campaign online using #WithWildlife 
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