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Purchasing for public good could generate billions for disadvantaged communities

Public bodies and housing associations are being urged to use their purchasing power to tackle
inequality within local communities in a new guide published today Monday, March 29th 2021 by the
BetterForUs campaign 2020-4. 

‘Procurement for Community Public Good’ provides a route map to how commissioners and
communities can collaborate to deliver change across the UK through the adoption of fair procurement
principles. 

The Guide highlights how authorities can make use of existing laws to tackle disadvantage. It also
pinpoints the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals in developing coherence and
consistency in delivering public value commissioning across the UK. 

The Guide is published in advance of BetterForUs research which shows that commissioners are not
effectively making use of existing powers within current procurement law. 

Regulation 20 of the Public Contracts Regulation 2015 and Regulation 21 of the Public Contracts
(Scotland) Regulations provide that commissioning bodies can reserve contracts for positive action
programmes and organisations that tackle disadvantage. 

Between 2015 – 2020 only eight organisations chose to make use of such provision, with Scotland and
Wales leading the way and England and Northern Ireland falling behind. 

The UK government is currently reviewing procurement law which is a devolved matter in the UK and the
BetterForUs Campaign is urging it to retain positive action programmes as an integral part of levelling
up. 

Katharine Sutton, Director of BetterForUs said today: 

“Lack of investment in the everyday economy is leading to neglected communities and widening
inequalities within the community. Public commissioners can help shape local markets and connect them
to the needs of people thereby strengthening public services and building community resilience. 

"If only one percent of the procurement spend in the UK was reserved for positive action employment
programmes this would generate £2.9 billion for local communities. Now is the time for public authorities
and housing associations to maximise their public spend by providing sustainable employment with fair
pay and conditions where people are treated with respect.”

-Ends

Further information: 

BetterForUs Campaign – 07805 781113 (m) 0207 033 4433 (office)

www.betterforus.org.uk
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Notes to editors

1. BetterForUs 2020-2024 is a campaign run on behalf of award-winning organisation Aspire
Community Works that tackles labour market disadvantage through providing sustainable
employment and training opportunities offering the Real Living Wage as a minimum, good
working conditions and promoting frontline employees’ voice in the design and delivery of
services.

2. Research on the commissioning of positive action programmes is due to be published next month
by the BetterForUs Campaign 2000-2024.         
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Company Contact:

   

Aspire Community Works   

T. 07805 781113
E. Better@aspirecommunityworks.com
W. https://www.betterforus.org.uk

Additional Contact(s):
Aspire office: 0207 033 4433
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Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.betterforus.pressat.co.uk
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