
 

Poll Reveals Young People Want Action for Women and
Girls Abroad, But the Government Spending Review
Delivers Silence

Wednesday 11 June, 2025

Following the UK Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review, new polling reveals a sharp
generational and gender backlash against the deprioritisation of women and girls in Britain’s international
development agenda.

Commissioned by Restless Development as part of the Walking the Talk UK campaign and conducted by
More in Common, the poll surveyed a representative sample of 1,105 young Britons aged 18–25. It found
that:

62% of young women say the Prime Minister is not doing enough to stand up for gender equality
on the world stage

63% of all young people say supporting women and girls should be a top priority for the UK’s aid
budget

Only 23% support the Government’s cuts to international aid

Maternal health, reproductive rights, and ending gender-based violence were among the top
spending priorities for young women

“The spending review is a direct challenge to the values of young people. The chancellor has not only
sideline international development, but has also ignored those most affected by cuts to aid, women and
girls. ”
— Alex Kent, Co-CEO of Restless Development

The Chancellor’s failure to mention international development or gender equality in her Comprehensive
Spending Review speech is a stark indication that this government’s priorities are out of step with young
voters. The poll reflects a generation that cares about global issues as much as domestic ones. A
generation that rejects aid cuts. A generation calling for a UK foreign policy grounded in gender equality,
peace, and climate action.

“The only time overseas aid budgets were mentioned in the Chancellor's speech was to reference the
cuts that continue to happen to aid to support other priorities. This polling shows that young people do
not buy into these other priorities” Emily McChrystal, Project Officer, Walking the Talk UK.

At a time of worsening global crises and persistent gender inequality, this polling makes one thing clear:
young people are paying attention, and they expect more from their leaders.

Media:

Related
Sectors:

Charities & non-profits :: Children
& Teenagers :: Government :: 
Public Sector & Legal ::  

Related
Keywords:

UK Spending Review 2025
Young People And International
Development Gender Equality
Abroad UK Aid Cuts Restless
Development Poll Walking The
Talk ::  

Scan Me:

  

Distributed By Pressat page 1 / 2

https://restlessdevelopment.org/
https://restlessdevelopment.org/fund-feminist-futures/
https://pressat.co.uk/


 

Company Contact:

Restless Development (Walking the Talk)  

T. 07934860204
E. jacobwood@restlessdevelopment.org
W. https://restlessdevelopment.org/fund-...

View Online

Additional Assets:
Press release PDF

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.restlessdevelopment1.pressat.co.uk

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Distributed By Pressat page 2 / 2

https://www.restlessdevelopment1.pressat.co.uk/
https://pressat.co.uk/releases/poll-reveals-young-people-want-action-for-women-and-girls-abroad-but-the-government-spending-review-delivers-silence-ee44b16027f6d68c5042c45ae0cddf61/
https://restlessdevelopment1.pressat.co.uk/
http://www.tcpdf.org
https://pressat.co.uk/

