
 

Nadiya let the world see Muslim humanity

Thursday 16 August, 2018

The Great British Bake Off

We find it ironical that the burqa issue — once again given prominence in world media by Mr Boris
Johnson MP — has arisen so close to the annual pilgrimage to Mecca next week.

Regarding the garb which pilgrims are required to put on, we find it stated in Dr Muhammad Muhsin
Khan’s translation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, the second most authoritative book in Sunni Islam after the Quran
— published, incidentally, in Saudi Arabia — that a woman should neither cover her face up to the eyes,
nor cover her face completely. The words translated as meaning not to cover the face completely are,
literally, ‘should not wear the burqa’.

Nadiya Hussain first came to public notice because of her intriguing and varied facial expressions in The
Great British Bake Off. Through her face she communicated that Muslims are normal human beings who
are part of general society. Her face has done more to create a favourable impression of Muslims than
any campaign, argument or law could do. So the proof of the pudding is in the eating, in her case!

The Ahmadiyya Association for the Propagation of Islam (Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat Islam) was
established in Lahore in 1914 to promote the informed understanding of Islam in the West. In the UK it
operated the Shah Jehan Mosque in Woking until the early 1960s. Its new headquarters is at 
Dar-us-Salaam, 15 Stanley Avenue, Wembley, HA0 4JQ, UK. In 1924, in Berlin, it built the first mosque
in Continental Europe of the modern era. The German Government recognises the Berlin Mosque as part
of the German national heritage. From its European and other centres around the world this organisation
has taught that Islam promotes peace, harmony and mutual respect between all communities and
nationalities.
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