
 

Mum inspires nursery to organise pyjama party and raise
money for charity

Monday 13 November, 2017

A local mother, whose son had an operation to remove a third of his right lung, inspired his nursery to
hold a Pyjama Party for The Sick Children’s Trust – a charity which provides free ‘Home from Home’
accommodation for families with seriously ill children in hospital.

Miriam Joy, 39, from Trumpington, learnt about the charity’s work when her toddler Samuel underwent a
three and a half hour operation at Addenbrooke’s Hospital to remove abnormal lung tissue. Samuel was
born with a congenital cystic adenomatoid malformation (CCAM), which is a type of benign lung lesion.
Although he was fortunate not to show any symptoms as a result of his condition, doctors decided to
perform open surgery to prevent further complications. Miriam, a local Environmental Regulator, says:

“When we arrived at the hospital we were offered a place to stay at Acorn House, which is free
accommodation run by The Sick Children’s Trust. But because we don’t live far away from
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, my husband Jody and I chose not to stay at Acorn House, as we knew that
there would be other families who lived much further away than us who would need it more.  

“However, we were still handed a key by the nursing staff who said the team at Acorn House were more
than happy for us to use the facilities – like the laundry room, living room and the kitchen which we felt
very grateful for. Luckily, Samuel was only in the High Dependency Unit (HDU) for one day after his
operation before he was moved to the general ward, where I was able to sleep next to him, while Jody
went home to look after our little girl, Florence.

“Not only did I see for myself the fantastic work The Sick Children’s Trust do, I also met many families,
who lived hours away from Addenbrooke’s Hospital who spoke of the utter relief they felt about having
somewhere comfortable to rest at Acorn House, for as long as their child was in hospital. When Samuel
was on the HDU I made friends with a mother whose daughter had been on the unit for over two weeks
and she said it had literally saved her life and that having the emotional support of the staff at Acorn
House is something she would never forgot. 

“When Samuel was moved onto the general ward I met another couple, all the way from Essex, and their
teenage son was in hospital following a serious accident. They told me there was a direct phone line in
their room at Acorn House to their son’s ward and that the nurses could contact them 24 hours a day.
We were lucky we lived close and Samuel was discharged so fast, but I know lots of families are not so
lucky and that’s what inspired me to encourage the nursery at Fawcett Primary School to hold a Pyjama
Party.”

Fawcett Nursery held their Pyjama Party on 16 October and all the children donated £1 to The Sick
Children’ s Trust to wear their favourite pyjamas to nursery and take part in various activities during a
fun-filled day. By taking part, the children raised £35 and helped The Sick Children’s Trust support one
family for one night in a ‘Home from Home’.  

The Sick Children’s Trust provides free, high-quality ‘Home from Home’ accommodation, as well as
emotional and practical support to families with sick children in hospital. Vicki Roots, Community
Fundraising Officer at The Sick Children’s Trust, says: 

“We heard the day was a great success and the children loved being at nursery in their pyjamas and
loved all the exciting games they played.

“We have ten ‘Homes from Home’ across the UK and, as a charity which relies entirely on voluntary
donations, all money raised from the Pyjama Party will enable families to stay together, just minutes from
their child’s hospital bedside. It costs The Sick Children’s Trust £30 to support a family in a ‘Home from
Home’ for one night so the £35 Fawcett Nursery raised has kept a family together when they’ve needed
it most.”

If you would like to find out more about fundraising for The Sick Children’s Trust, please
visit www.sickchildrenstrust.org or email fundraising@sickchildrenstrust.org.
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