
 

LOST WORLD WAR TWO LETTER FINALLY REACHES
FAMILY AFTER 76 YEARS

Friday 18 December, 2020

The family of a schoolgirl who knitted comforts for troops during World War Two have
finally received a heartfelt letter of thanks written 76 years ago. 
The lost letter was discovered by World of Books Group who launched a nationwide
campaign to reunite it with its rightful owner.
It was written in 1944 by a soldier serving in Italy to thank High Wycombe schoolgirl Pat
Moore for knitting comforts for anonymous troops serving abroad.
Pat never received the heartfelt thanks for her kindness and passed away aged just 36 in
1964 without knowing how much it meant to those on the receiving end.
Following the campaign, the letter has now been sent to Pat’s daughter Lynn Cook. 
Lynn was just a child when her mother passed away and has spent years researching her
life history – but until now knew nothing of her mother’s contribution to the war effort. 

A lost World War Two letter discovered inside a book, has finally reached its destination after 76 years
thanks to a nationwide campaign by World of Books Group, the UK’s largest retailer of used books and
media. 

The letter was written by a British soldier serving in Italy in the winter of 1944. At the time, Allied forces
battled through the tough Italian Campaign in freezing conditions - a campaign that would claim the lives
of around 70,000 allied soldiers by its conclusion. It was in these difficult conditions that Lance Corporal
John Wheldon-Williams penned a heartfelt letter to High Wycombe schoolgirl, Pat Moore, thanking her
for knitting supplies for anonymous troops. He himself had received a simple pair of mittens; a seemingly
small gesture, but one that brought him comfort in difficult times. 

But Pat would never receive the letter. By the time it would have arrived at the correspondence address,
she had moved on. 20 years later Pat passed away at just 36, never knowing just how much her act of
kindness had meant to those on the receiving end. 

Upon discovering the letter, World of Books Group launched a nationwide campaign to return it to its
rightful owner and were soon contacted by Lynn Cook from Surrey. 

The campaign had been spotted by amateur historian Dave Thacker. Amazingly, despite the limited
information publicised, Dave was able to use his skills to work out a connection between Lynn and Pat,
and got in touch to let her know about World of Books’ find. 

Lynn, Pat’s only surviving child, was just a young girl when her mother passed away. Although she has
spent years researching her mother’s life story, she knew nothing of her kindness during the war until
Dave got in touch. 

Lynn said: “I’m delighted to be reunited with a piece of family history I knew nothing about. It’s
incredibly moving to know how much my Mum’s contribution to the war effort meant on a personal level.

I have early memories of watching my mother knit at home – it’s something she always enjoyed. And I
remember her telling me stories of her writing to pen pals during the war. I suspect she snuck a little note
in with the package in the hope a soldier would eventually reply. She would have been overjoyed with
this, and I’ll treasure it forever.”

The incredible find prompted the pair to work together and discover more about the letter. As a team,
they’ve discovered information about the soldier, John Wheldon-Williams, and the family he writes about.
The soldier fortunately survived the war and returned to London, where he remained until he passed
away in 1970. When tracking down John’s son Brian, who was eight years old when the letter was
written, they discovered he grew into a successful stage actor. Under the name David Wheldon-Williams,
he starred in a number of West End shows, including the original London production of Cabaret
alongside Judi Dench. Brian sadly passed away in 2017, but they have now made contact with other
relatives and given them a new piece of family history too. 

Graham Bell, CEO of World of Books Group, said: “Over 75 million used books come through our
business each year, and we occasionally come across forgotten personal items tucked away inside them.
It’s surprisingly common for people to place memories inside books for safe keeping, whether it be family
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photographs or letters from loved ones. But this find was particularly poignant and we knew we had to do
something to return it to its rightful owner. We’re delighted to have found Lynn and learn more about the
incredible story behind the letter.”

As a circular economy business, we’re focused on finding used items new homes. In this case, it’s
wonderful to bring something back full circle to where it truly belongs.”
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Notes to editor

About World of Books Group

• In 2008 World of Books was founded with an ethos to do good to help charities and to make a positive
impact. Over the last decade they have grown from a start-up into a leading global seller of quality used
books and pioneers in re-use and recycling. Their inventory has grown to over 6 million in stock, and they
sell a book somewhere in the world every two seconds.

• World of books are an accredited B Corp. Certified B Corporations (B Corps™) are for-profit companies
that use the power of business to build a more inclusive and sustainable economy.

• World of Books Group is comprised of re-commerce technology businesses: World of Books, Ziffit and
Shopiago. 

World of Books is a leading global seller is used books online to missions of customers; directly,
though third-party platforms and wholesale partners.
Ziffit is a free and easy to use app and website to sell unwanted books, CDs, DVDs, Blu-rays and
games for cash. One of the largest trade-in sites in the UK the Ziffit business model is 100%
circular.
Shopiago is an online sales software product that is utilised by charities to generate additional
revenue for good causes and enable more goods to be reused.

• In 2018, World of Books Group launched Shopiago, a for-profit software company that supports
charities and helps more goods to be re-used. The re-commerce software enables charity retailers to
manage their online listings across platforms such as eBay, Etsy and Shopify, exposing their goods to
buyers around the world to help increase revenue for worthy causes. 

• Ziffit has been developed to help close the loop on new book purchase, use and reuse. The innovative
application of technology, to help individuals, charities and commercial partners to generate additional
income, supports a wider circular economy vision.

• World of Books Group vision is to be the leading seller of used books globally, while helping people to
reuse and recycle for less through innovation and technology.
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www.worldofbooks.com

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.world-of-books-group.pressat.co.uk
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