
 

“LEGLESS” MOTORCYCLIST HONOURED AT 2015
SOLDIERING ON AWARDS

Tuesday 21 April, 2015

Double amputee motorcycle racing enthusiast recognised for Sporting Endeavour

LONDON 21 April 2015 – The trustees of the Soldiering On Through Life Trust are pleased to announce
Mr Murray Hambro as the winner of the 2015 Soldiering On Award in the category of Sporting
Endeavour.

Nominated by True Heroes Racing and put forward by the Veterans of War charity, Murray suffered
extensive injuries when the vehicle he was commanding triggered an improvised explosive device while
on tour in Afghanistan in December 2010. He suffered a broken pelvis, ripped liver and spleen, six
fractured vertebrae and severely broken bones in both feet. Upon returning to the UK 48 hours after the
explosion, Murray was a double amputee facing an uncertain and dark future.

Determined to enjoy all the things he'd done before, Murray looked to motorcycling, a hobby he had been
passionate about since the age of seven. By April 2011, against the advice of his surgeon, he was back
out on the roads on a newly-modified road motorcycle. 

Shortly after, Murray met Royal Navy Warrant Officer Phil Spencer who, while admiring his story and
passion, felt uncomfortable with Murray learning how to ride again out on the open road. Phil suggested
going to the safer environment of a closed race track, from where, very rapidly, Phil developed the
concept of an injured Servicemen's race team. 

In early 2012, Phil formed True Heroes Racing, the UK's first injured Servicemen's motorcycle race team.
It was an opportunity to offer injured UK Service personnel a chance to restore their focus and sense of
direction through competitive motorcycle racing. In April 2013, Murray, the team's first rider, became the
first and only double amputee to race at the British Superbike Championships. 

True Heroes Racing is made up of injured Service personnel, some of whom ride and others who provide
critical technical and administrative support. The team has grown consistently year on year to where they
are now, offering more opportunities for injured UK Service personnel to get involved. Murray has very
rapidly become the crowd's champion, but also an inspiration to other injured Service personnel and
disabled civilians alike, consistently proving that anything is possible. 

Founder and team manager Phil Spencer, wrote this about Murray in his nomination: 

"He has approached every obstacle with the same humour. After all, this is a man who has "LEGLESS"
emblazoned on his race helmet and leathers! He's shown that anything is possible and that the only limits
in life are the ones you impose yourself." 

Murray Hambro was recognised at the 2015 Soldiering On Awards held on Saturday,18th April at the
Park Plaza Westminster in London. Visit www.soldieringon.org for more information.
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