
 

Is the British Government no longer secular?

Monday 12 February, 2018

Non-interference in religion is a corner stone of the British governmental and legal system. There are
sensible reasons for incorporating this in our system of government and it arose in response to religious
intolerance against Roman Catholics and Jews in this country. Anyone with a modest knowledge of
history knows that Roman Catholic Church assets were plundered by the monarchs and that Church
clergy were killed. Even those who tried to protect these innocent people were also jailed or killed. We
have seen the results of religious intolerance in Northern Ireland, where in a brutal war, Protestants and
Roman Catholics murdered each other.

We now learn with concern that the British Government has taken to interfering in the religious affairs of
the Muslim community. Last week the Government held a hijab day when it encouraged female Muslim
civil servants to come to work in hijab. We are totally against such initiatives by the government. Will
there be a crucifix day, a Sikh turban day and a Jewish skull cap day?

The myth the Government was trying to create — that it supports religious observance — was exploded in
the following days when the Minister for Schools announced government support for school heads who
ban the wearing of hijab and fasting in their schools. This shows that the Government is utterly
confused and does not know how to deal with religious issues. That is why it is imperative that it
refrains from interfering in such matters. 

The Government’s intentions may be good, but it is a slippery slope and we do not want to go back to
the days of the Spanish Inquisition! This may seem far-fetched at the moment but — if we may so apply
the words of the Dao De Jing — the journey of a thousand miles starts with one step. 

  

The Ahmadiyya Association for the Propagation of Islam (Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat Islam) was
established in Lahore in 1914 to promote the informed understanding of Islam in the West. In the UK it
operated the Shah Jehan Mosque in Woking until the early 1960s. Its new headquarters is at 
Dar-us-Salaam, 15 Stanley Avenue, Wembley, HA0 4JQ, UK. In 1924, in Berlin, it built the first mosque
in Continental Europe of the modern era. The German Government recognises the Berlin Mosque as part
of the German national heritage. From its European and other centres around the world this organisation
has taught that Islam promotes peace, harmony and mutual respect between all communities and
nationalities.
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