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Expert reveals how long your roof will actually last based
on your postcode

Saturday 4 October, 2025

A roofing specialist has revealed UK homeowners could face dramatically different roof lifespans
depending on their location, with some areas causing materials to deteriorate up to twice as fast as
others.

Dr M Mansoor Siddique, Director at RoofingSEO.Services, told us that coastal, industrial and high-rainfall
areas pose particular challenges for roof longevity compared to inland rural locations.

"The lifespan of your roof varies significantly based on your postcode due to local weather patterns,
pollution levels and proximity to the coast,” Dr Siddique said.

The roofing expert explained that coastal properties within 5-10 miles of the sea typically experience
accelerated roof deterioration due to salt-laden air, which can corrode certain materials at a much faster
rate than inland areas.

"Tile and slate roofs in coastal postcodes often last 5-7 years less than identical materials used in rural
inland areas," he said. "The salt air creates a highly corrosive environment, particularly for metal
components like flashing and fixings."

According to Dr Siddique, urban and industrial area postcodes also see shorter roof lifespans due to
higher pollution levels, which can break down roofing materials through chemical reactions.

"Asphalt shingle roofs in central London postcodes typically last 15-18 years, while the same material in
rural Cotswold postcodes often reaches 25-30 years before requiring replacement," he explained.

Dr Siddique pointed out that Scotland and northern England postcodes, with their higher rainfall and
stronger winds, create different challenges for roof durability compared to the drier south-east.

"Clay tile roofs in the southeast can last up to 75 years with proper maintenance, but that drops to 50-60
years in high-rainfall Welsh or Scottish postcodes due to the constant cycle of wetting and drying," he
said.

Recent data released by Ordnance Survey has mapped over 40 million roofs across Great Britain,
providing unprecedented insights into roof materials and construction across different regions.

The data reveals that 92% of British buildings have tile, stone or slate roofs, while only 0.1% feature
traditional thatch roofing. The area with the highest concentration of thatched roofs is Sidmouth in East
Devon.

"This new mapping data confirms what many specialists have observed - roof materials vary considerably

by region, often based on historical availability of local materials and regional weather patterns," Dr
Siddique noted.

The Ordnance Survey data also shows regional differences in solar panel adoption, with Scotland having
the highest proportion of domestic solar installations. Top districts include Stirling (15%), South
Cambridgeshire (14%), and Peterborough (13%).

Dr Siddique advised that homeowners should consider their location when choosing roofing materials
during replacements.

"Metal roofing costs more initially but lasts significantly longer in coastal postcodes compared to asphalt
shingles. For high-rainfall areas like Wales and Scotland, concrete tiles offer excellent durability and
value," he said.

For urban homeowners, Dr Siddique recommended more frequent roof inspections than their rural
counterparts.

"Urban roofs collect more debris, pollutants, and suffer from heat island effects. Twice-yearly inspections
can extend your roof's life by catching minor issues before they cause major damage," he added.
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The specialist noted that even within cities, roof lifespans can vary significantly between postcodes.

"Properties in tree-lined postcodes face different challenges from those in dense urban areas. Fallen
leaves and organic debris can trap moisture against roofing materials, leading to rot and moss growth if
not regularly cleared."

Dr Siddique concluded that while postcode makes a significant difference to roof longevity, proper
maintenance remains the most critical factor regardless of location.

"Regular maintenance can extend a roof's life by 25-30% in any location. The difference between a

well-maintained roof in a challenging coastal postcode and a neglected one in an ideal rural setting can
be quite dramatic.”
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