
 

Design Museum Welcomes Zden?k Bakala

Tuesday 7 January, 2014

Design Museum is delighted to announce that Zden?k Bakala, Czech-born businessman, investor and
philanthropist, has joined its Board of Trustees.

Zden?k Bakala, 52, is active in industries from mining to energy and media. He is the owner of Czech
publishing house Economia and has seen a wide group of businesses flourish across several continents.
He co-founded BXR, a diversified investment group with a global portfolio of assets.

With a lifelong passion for design, and interests in cultural and intellectual development and human
rights, he founded in 2007 the Zden?k Bakala Foundation, which provides scholarships at prestigious
universities around the world to talented Czech students. He also supports the Václav Havel Library, a
centre for the documentation and research of modern Czech history, with an emphasis on promoting the
ideas and works of former Czech president Václav Havel.

He is a partner of DOX - the Centre for Contemporary Art, Architecture and Design, Prague - and he
initiated the opening of the CEE affiliate of the Aspen Institute, an educational and policy studies
non-profit organisation. He is also a member of the Board of Trustees at the Tuck School of Business at
Dartmouth College.

He started his business career in 1989 at Drexel Burnham Lambert investment bank in New York, and
then moved to Bank of America. In 1994, Bakala founded Patria Finance, the Czech Republic's very first
private investment banking group. In 2004, he was one of the founders of the group Bakala Crossroads -
BXR (formerly RPG). In the same year, this group acquired OKD - a major Czech hard coal mining
company, now part of New World Resources. He earned his MBA degree at the Tuck School of
Business.
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Notes To Editors

Design Museum Board of Trustees:
Luqman Arnold (Chairman)
Zden?k Bakala
Nicholas Bull
Sebastian Conran
Sir Terence Conran
David Constantine
Hugh Devlin
Sir Christopher Frayling
Sir John Hegarty
Anya Hindmarch MBE
Johannes P. Huth
Alistair Johnston CMG
Charles Rifkind
Lady Ritblat
Rolf Sachs
Julian Vogel

Biographies: http://designmuseum.org/about-us/trustees

About the Design Museum
The Design Museum is the world's leading museum devoted to architecture and design. The museum
opened in 1989 and its work encompasses all elements of design, including fashion, product and graphic
design. The museum has hosted exhibitions showcasing some of the most important pioneers of design
including, Paul Smith, Zaha Hadid, Jonathan Ive, and Dieter Rams. The Design Museum plans to
relocate from its current home at Shad Thames to the former Commonwealth Institute building in
Kensington, West London. The project is expected to be completed by 2015. Leading designer John
Pawson will convert the interior of the Commonwealth Institute building to create a new home for the
Design Museum giving it three times more space in which to show a wider
range of exhibitions, showcase its world class collection and extend its learning programme.
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For more information, please visit:
designmuseum.org and newdesignmuseum.tumblr.com

Press contact:
Claire Thomas
Design Museum
T: 0207 940 8787
E: media@designmuseum.org
or
Erica Bolton, Bolton & Quinn
T: 0207 221 5000
E: erica@boltonquinn.com
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Rocket Pop PR  

E. rocketpoppr@outlook.com

Additional Contact(s):
Jean Matthews
Samantha Jones

Beehive Mill
Jersey Street
Manchester
M4 6AY
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Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.rocket-pop-pr.pressat.co.uk
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