
 

Comedian Russell Kane and author Kit De Waal launch
new scholarship in video discussing education
opportunities.

Friday 22 July, 2022

The Russell Kane Scholarship, through the National Extension College, will support 3 learners
through their GCSEs and A levels.

A new scholarship programme from The National Extension College (NEC) has been launched to help
support students from a lower socio-economic backgrounds who may have missed out on educational
opportunities due to structural disadvantage. Comedian Russell Kane and award winning author Kit de
Waal (My name is Leon, Becoming Dinah) announced the scholarship during a discussion that covered
both individuals’ experience of education, as well as broader themes including their background and
social mobility. 

Russell Kane, now a multi-award winning comedian, TV and radio presenter, actor, author and
scriptwriter, is a former learner at NEC. After leaving school without A levels, he enrolled with NEC to
study A level Sociology. He studied for two hours every evening while living with his grandmother in her
housing association flat and working in a Rolex store during the day. 

Kane received the fastest ever A grade from enrolment to completion and received a special award from
Betty Boothroyd, then Speaker of the House of Commons, for his incredible success. As a result of his
studies with NEC, he was able to embark on a degree at Middlesex University London. 

Now an advocate for widening participation in education and combating the socio-economic attainment
gap, Kane has been outspoken about the need to improve options for working class students.

In the video, available to watch through NEC’s Youtube channel, Russell Kane and Kit De Waal discuss
how fundamental changes need to be made in order to provide opportunities for people of all
backgrounds and circumstances to access education at any point in their lives. 

‘Making your choices about what you are going to do for the rest of your life - but making those choices
at 14. I think that is absolutely f***ing stupid.’ says Kit De Waal. During the video De Waal also
expresses a desire for more diversity within the current curriculum, stating ‘I know that schools are still,
in English, studying the same books that I studied 40 or 50 years ago. The curriculum, certainly in
English, needs a massive change.’

Russell Kane also gives a detailed account of his time growing up and how his working class background
limited his horizons when it came to education. During one exchange he states:

‘I stopped one day at work and it hit me. I’ve been robbed by an accident of my birth…I have just become
the statistic I was always going to be…It’s worse now than it was in the 60s - there is less social mobility.’
- Russell Kane 

‘So what changed for you?’ - Kit De Waal

‘Realising I am allowed access to this knowledge’ - Russell Kane

On getting his A level with NEC Russell adds ‘It was the moment that changed everything. If I had not
been able to do that A level then nothing else would have followed.’.

The Russell Kane Scholarship will provide learners the opportunity to study up to five GCSEs or three A
levels, plus exam costs. The National Extension College hopes to continue the scholarship and expand
its provision year on year. A spokesperson from the college said ‘Stories like Russell’s are hugely
inspiring and goes to show that if people are given the opportunity they will grab it with both hands. We
hope Russell’s story will motivate many people to apply for the scholarship who may have previously
thought it was too late’.

Speaking of the scholarship Russell Kane says ‘I feel humbled by the whole thing…I really want to meet
them (recipients of the scholarship) and see what happens.’.
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Kit De Waal adds ‘If ever there is a message, for me, that I would like to give to anybody coming to
education later or through a non-linear journey. It’s that you can do it. If I can do it and Russell can do it,
you can do it.’ - Kit De Waal 

Watch the full video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27s94jbuFcE

About The Russell Kane Scholarship Programme

Description

In line with the ethos of Kane’s advocacy work and tying in with NEC’s history relating to
socio-economic empowerment, the Russell Kane Scholarship Programme would explicitly aim to target
students from a lower socio-economic background who may have missed out on educational
opportunities due to structural disadvantage.

The breadth of the scholarship will cover:

Up to five GCSEs
Up to three A levels
Exam fees for each subject

Find out more or apply at www.nec.ac.uk/russell-kane-scholarship/.

About Russell Kane

Russell Kane is a multi-award winning comedian, TV and radio presenter, actor, author and scriptwriter. 

Television appearances include BBC Children in Need, Let’s Dance for Comic Relief, Live at the
Apollo, Mock the Week, I’m a Celebrity… Get Me Out of Here Now and Room 101.

Writing credits include writing, directing and starring in three plays, one of which was performed in
the main house of the RSC in Stratford-Upon-Avon; a novel; an autobiography, Son of a
Silverback, in which NEC is mentioned by name.

Audio appearances include the BBC series Evil Genius with Russell Kane (offering a humorous
reassessment of famous individuals from history) and Kane’s podcast, Russell Kane’s Man
Baggage (exploring modern masculinity).

Previous press where Russell has spoken about his background and education.

‘Breath of fresh air’: Russell Kane praised for ‘smashing education debate’ mid-interview on
Good Morning Britain with passionate speech ~ Metro, August 2021
Russell Kane praised for ‘smashing the education debate’ as he defends apprenticeships on A
Level results day ~ The Independent, August 2021
RUSSELL KANE | Why is education STILL failing working class kids like me? ~ The Sun, August
2021
How to Fail Podcast - July 2022

About Kit de Waal

Kit de Waal was born in Birmingham to an Irish mother, who was a childminder and foster carer and a
Caribbean father.

She worked for fifteen years in criminal and family law, was a magistrate for several years and sits on
adoption panels. She used to advise Social Services on the care of foster children, and has written
training manuals on adoption, foster care and judgecraft for members of the judiciary.

Her writing has received numerous awards including the Bridport Flash Fiction Prize 2014 and 2015 and
the SI Leeds Literary Reader's Choice Prize 2014 and the Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year.

Bibliography

Without Warning and Only Sometimes: Scenes from an Unpredictable Childhood (Upcoming:
August 2022)
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Memoir describing Kit de Waal’s upbringing, growing up “caught between three worlds,
Irish, Caribbean and British in 1960s Birmingham”
“Without Warning and Only Sometimes is a story of an extraordinary childhood and how a
girl who grew up in a house where the Bible was the only book on offer went on to
discover a love of reading that inspires her to this day.”
Russell Kane was an early reader of the memoir

My Name is Leon (2016)
Themes of race and the foster care system in the UK
Shortlisted for the Costa Book Award
BBC adaptation released in June 2022
Audiobook narrated by Sir Lenny Henry

The Trick to Time (2019)
Emotional historical fiction of an Irish girl moving to Birmingham

Supporting Cast (2020)
Short story collection featuring beloved characters from previous works

Six Foot Six (2018)
Part of the Quick Reads collection by the Reading Agency

Common People: An Anthology of Working Class Writers (2018)
Essay anthology, edited by Kit de Waal, bringing together a diverse range of
working-class voices

Becoming Dinah (2019)
A young-adult (YA) coming-of-age road trip novel about obsession, self-discovery, female
power, and the people we meet along the way

Kit De Waal has previously said: “I was not a reader as a child. We didn’t have books in our house. We
had the Bible, because my mother was a Jehovah’s Witness, and we had my father’s News of the
World: two classics. I read at school but I never, ever read at home. I voluntarily read my first novel when
I was 22 – Riotous Assembly by Tom Sharpe. After that, I spent my 20s and 30s working through the
classics.”

About The National Extension College

Established in 1963 as a not-for-profit distance learning provider, the National Extension College (NEC)
has a strong, proud heritage in widening access to education. Our aim is to transform lives and open up
new possibilities for people of all ages by offering access to essential qualifications like GCSEs and A
levels, as well as vocational qualifications in management, business and teaching.

Contact: Joe Bell (NEC Sales and Marketing Manager)

w: www.nec.ac.uk 

t: 01223 400 228

e: joe.bell@nec.ac.uk

Registered office: 

Woolpack House, 

70 High Street

Sawston

Cambridge

CB22 3HJ
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Company Contact:

   

The National Extension College (Part of the Open School Trust)  

T. 0800 389 2839
E. marketing@nec.ac.uk
W. https://www.nec.ac.uk/

View Online
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