
 

Children’s Heart Surgery Fund donate £30,000 TO The
Sick Children’s Trust to keep families with seriously ill
children in hospital together

Wednesday 13 February, 2019

The Sick Children’s Trust has received £30,000 from Children’s Heart Surgery Fund as part of a
three-year grant to ensure that families with children undergoing specialist heart surgery can be just
moments from their child’s hospital bedside in free ‘Home from Home’ accommodation.

The generous £30,000 donation comes as the second instalment of a £90,000 three-year grant from
Children’s Heart Surgery Fund. The charity, which works alongside the Leeds Congenital Heart Unit,
supports adults and children born with congenital heart disease, and has awarded more than £500,000 in
total to the Sick Children’s Trust for the upkeep and renovation of Eckersley House since 2010.

Many children who need heart surgery in Leeds have to travel miles from their home to receive the
specialist treatment they urgently require. The Sick Children’s Trust supports these families, and many
more, by providing them with free ‘Home from Home’ accommodation. The £30,000 donation will go
directly towards the running of Eckersley House, located on the hospital grounds.

Eckersley House, just a few minutes’ walk from Leeds Children’s Hospital, is one of ten ‘Homes from
Home’ run by The Sick Children’s Trust. Since opening 26 years ago, it has supported more than
11,000 families, providing them with much needed practical and emotional support. The yearly donations
of £30,000 will fund 3,000 nights of accommodation.

Head of House Operations at The Sick Children’s Trust, Joy Darling, said:
“As a charity that is entirely run on voluntary donations, we’d like to express our sincere thanks and
gratitude to Children’s Heart Surgery Fund and all its supporters for this three-year grant.

“Having a seriously ill child in hospital can throw life into complete turmoil as often the specialist
treatment required means travelling for miles to a hospital far from home. Eckersley House, along with
our other nine ‘Homes from Home’, provides families with a sense of stability during these traumatic
times, but most importantly reassures a child that they are not alone.

“To receive £30,000 from Children’s Heart Surgery Fund for three consecutive years will make such a
huge difference to so many families. Last year’s donation contributed to the running costs of Eckersley
House and went directly towards supporting families facing some of the hardest times in their lives. Our
‘Homes from Home’ provide comfort, normality and a space away from the wards when things get too
much. For that, we’d like to say a huge thank you to all the supporters of Children’s Heart Surgery Fund
and the charity for their thoughtful donation.”

The Leeds-based charity funds ground-breaking new equipment, resources, training and research, as
well as offering support for patients and their families whenever they need it. Children’s Heart Surgery
Fund aims to ensure that the 450 babies, children and adults from Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire who
need open-heart surgery every year have the best possible support, alongside their families. One family
who has received support from both charities is Teddy’s.

Teddy was born in October 2018 with a congenital heart defect called hypoplastic left heart syndrome. At
just three and a half weeks old, Teddy underwent his first major heart surgery, the Norwood, and is
currently still an inpatient at Leeds Children’s Hospital. At four months old, he is awaiting his second
open heart surgery. Teddy’s mum Rebecca Crosby said:

“Teddy being in hospital has been more stressful than I could have ever envisioned. There have been
times when he’s been very unstable and deteriorated without warning, including spending over a week
on heart and lung bypass (ECMO). Because of the fantastic accommodation at Eckersley House, and
The Sick Children's Trust, we’ve been able to get over to his bedside in seconds, rather than driving the
hour it would take to get from Sheffield to Leeds. Knowing we are only across the road from Teddy
makes this awful situation as easy as it can be.”

Sharon Milner, CHSF CEO, said:

“Our funding for Eckersley House over the years is justified by the incredible work they do to support
families living with congenital heart disease, and this year’s donation is no different.
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“Being able to stay in the hospital when your child is recovering from surgery is critical for families to get
both respite and to save on unnecessary worry, journey time and expense.

“We’d like to acknowledge Eckersley House for the tireless support they offer families, and say a huge
thank you to our supporters who continue to make this happen.”

For further information about The Sick Children’s Trust and Children’s Heart Surgery Fund, please visit:
www.sickchildrenstrust.org and www.chsf.org.uk
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