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Charlotte Caldwell Poses First Legal Challenge To UK
Medicinal Cannabis Laws In A Case That Could Potentially
Allow All UK GPs To Prescribe CBMPs

Monday 24 June, 2019

BELFAST -- Monday, 24 June 2019 -- Charlotte Caldwell, whose son Bill Caldwell suffers from
severe epilepsy and is reliant on medicinal cannabis to control his seizures, will test the law surrounding
the prescription of medicinal cannabis in a judicial review at Belfast High Court on Tuesday 25 June in a
case that could potentially loosen up current restrictions on the 35,000 general practitioners from
prescribing Cannabis Based Medicinal Products (CBMPs).

Medicinal cannabis has been legal in the UK since November 2018 but can only be prescribed by
specialist doctors in a limited number of circumstances. The result is that thousands of patients who
could potentially benefit from medicinal cannabis are denied access, with many being forced to turn to
illicit supplies to relieve their suffering.

Should the ruling in Northern Ireland fall in favour of Mrs. Caldwell it could potentially be authoritative
across the whole of the UK.

Below is a statement on the hearing and the potential impact from Anurag Deb, of KRW LAW LLP, on
behalf of Charlotte Caldwell.

“The judicial review taken by Charlotte Caldwell in relation to Billy’s care is due to be heard on 25 June.
The question for the Court is whether the change in the law which came into effect late last year allows
shared care arrangements, so that a specialist directs the prescription and a local GP writes it.

While the question is on one discrete point, the impact of its answer is potentially much wider. This is the
first time since the change in law that the High Court in Belfast has had the opportunity to determine what
it means.

The law in Northern Ireland is also substantially similar to the equivalent law in England, Wales and
Scotland. This means that 25 June marks the first time that a court anywhere in the UK has been asked
to interpret the legal position of prescribing medicinal cannabis.

This apart, the way the High Court answers the question could mean the difference between Charlotte
and Billy having to travel repeatedly to England or remain at home in order to get the medication which
has managed Billy’s life-threatening seizures.

The case may therefore greatly impact the lives of children in similar circumstances to Billy and indeed
many other individuals whose conditions mean that they may benefit from medicinal cannabis.”

Charlotte quote “The outcome of this judicial review is vital not just for me and Billy but for thousands of
other parents and patients who, one year on from the Home Secretary declaring medicinal cannabis
legal, have been denied at every stage - prolonging their agony and driving many into the black market.”

- END ---
About Centre for Medicinal Cannabis

The Centre for Medicinal Cannabis (CMC) is the UK'’s first and only industry membership body for
stakeholders operating in Cannabis Based Medicinal Products (CBMPs) and cannabidiol (CBD) wellness
markets. We have a unique capability to engage intelligently and strategically with all influential political
and public policy stakeholders as well as relevant regulatory bodies drawing on the experience from our
global membership base. More information about CMC can be found at www.thecmcuk.org.

Contact Steve Moore steve@thecmcuk.org +44 7870 515025
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