
 

Chance for Childhood awarded prestigious award at
BOND conference

Tuesday 21 March, 2017

Chance for Childhood, an international children’s charity, received the best prize for Collaboration at the
Bond International Development Awards 2017. The event, which took place on 20th March at the QEII
centre in London, celebrated the inspiring humanitarian and development work of UK-based international
charities.

The award went to Chance for Childhood’s ground-breaking ‘Right2Change’– a project encouraging
mainstream services to support young offenders in Northern Uganda.

Katie Fowler, Chance for Childhood’s Acting Director, explains “Recent internal conflict in Northern
Uganda left the population facing extreme poverty which led to petty crimes as a coping strategy. The
juvenile justice stakeholders have been unable to cope with an increasing number of children ‘in conflict
with the law’. These children are often detained in adult prisons, and held there for a long time before
being brought before the courts. The prisons are an extremely dangerous place for children as sexual
abuse and violence are prevalent. It’s an extremely harsh price to pay for what was often a minor crime
or misdemeanour.” 

Chance for Childhood set about to design a support package at the intersection of legal aid, economic
empowerment and psychosocial support, seeking inputs from both various legal and youth livelihoods
experts both in the UK and in Uganda. “Our partnerships underpin the success of our important work and
we are extremely proud to be recognised by the Bond network for this approach,” comments Katie.
“Community partnerships are essential within this innovative project to ensure that vulnerable children
are not only diverted from prison but are given an opportunity to build a livelihood and a positive future
without reoffending. Right2Change is on track to reaching twice as many children as first hoped and
that’s down to our ability to adapt and learn, bringing new organisations on board when needed.”

Katie concludes, “It’s extremely fitting to have been recognised for collaboration the same year as
Chance for Childhood merged with Street Child Africa, the ultimate collaboration to extend the impact of
our work with vulnerable children and make efficiency savings so that more money can go directly to
where it is needed.”

Notes
Interviews available upon request with Katie Fowler, Acting Director.

Press contact
 Beatrice Cami; media@chanceforchildhood.org, +44 (0)1483 230 250
 www.chanceforchildhood.org, @ChanceChildhood

Chance for Childhood
Chance for Childhood works in Africa to support the most vulnerable children, often invisible from society,
such as street children, disabled children, children affected by conflict, child-headed households and
children in conflict with the law. We’re working in harsh environments where violence and poverty rob
thousands of young people of their childhood and force them to grow up much too quickly. We rebuild
young lives for the chance of a better future.

Funded by Comic Relief, Chance for Childhood partnered with:

Passion4Community, a local grassroot organisation.
The UK and Uganda Law Societies, via the Huddersfield Law Society/Uganda Law Society
twinning group, to provide essential legal advice and support to young offenders.
KATI, a Ugandan social enterprise providing business advice and loans to young entrepreneurs.
The Uganda chapter of global plant health initiative Plantwise, implemented by CABI, the
International Centre for Agriculture and Bioscience. Plantwise provides agricultural training and
plant health advice, to reduce crop losses and improve standards of living.

Bond
Bond is the UK membership body for organisations working in international development. Their
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Collaboration Award recognises the importance of effective collaborations in finding new opportunities to
tackle difficult issues. www.bond.org.uk 
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