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The Koran is a work of peace, not violence*

“In all 114 chapters,” says Qadri, “there’s not a single verse of holy Koran that permits any Muslim to kill
non-Muslims in general.”

In 2010 Qadri, a Pakistani-born Muslim scholar now living in Canada, issued a 600-page fatwa saying
terrorism and suicide bombings are unjust and un-Islamic. Terrorists, he said, would burn in hell.

“Almost 10 years have passed and none of the scholars supporting the terroristic ideology or supporting
Isis or al-Qaeda or the Taliban, none of them has been able to contradict my statement.”

Qadri says he has written 1,000 books, 550 of which have been published. But none can compare with
his latest, the eight-volume, 7,000-page Qur’anic Encyclopaedia in English covering all 6,000-plus
verses of the Koran. It costs £79; a Twitter campaign has begun to ensure it is bought by every public
library in the UK.

Sufism is central to this interpretation. It is the most mystical, intellectual and liberal form of Islam. Qadri
is regarded as a Sufi saint by his followers and says he has never heard of a Sufi terrorist: “The true
spirit of Sufism is to create peace within your heart and to create peace inward and to create peace
outward. So nobody’s harmed from you. Neither from your tongue, from your words, nor from your
deeds, nor from your behaviour.

Dr Qadri said, “You should have a smiling face. Anybody who comes to you he should feel warmth and
love and mercy and compassion and care from you.”

Now he is 68 and is about to announce his retirement from Pakistani politics. He says nothing about
Khan and says only that he hopes for peace talks and compromise in Kashmir: “I think it is a matter
which should be solved by mutual talks between India and Pakistan.

“And there shouldn’t be any fights or any interference. There shouldn’t be any war or any insurgencies.
There should be just dialogue, peaceful dialogue. There is no other solution.”
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