
 

Birmingham’s First Learning Disability Heritage Project to
be Unveiled

Wednesday 26 September, 2018

If you mention Monyhull Hospital to anyone who lived in certain areas of South Birmingham, they’ll
remember certain scare stories about it, but local charity CASBA has spent the last year collecting the
true stories of the people who lived and worked there.

Made possible by players of the National Lottery, with a £44,000 grant awarded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, CASBA’s “From Institution to Community” project was launched in September 2017.The stories
they have collected will be presented in a free event at Monyhull Church on 6th October to give a new
insight into the history of people with Learning Disability in Birmingham. 

Opened in 1908 as “Monyhull Colony for the Feeble Minded and Sane Epileptics”, Monyhull was a
long-stay hospital for people with Learning Disabilities, but most people considered it “a loony bin” or
“madhouse”. It was a dare to go near the place, kids would run screaming if the fire alarm went off
thinking someone had escaped and the term “Monnies” was used as an insult at schools in the area for
people who did stupid things.

Project Coordinator, Joe Peacock, said: “This has been a fascinating project to work on and I’m so glad
that we can help to correct some of the misconceptions that existed around the people who lived in the
hospital. Thanks to players of the National Lottery, their stories will contribute to a much better
understanding of this important element of Birmingham's history and we’re proud that it’s the first such
project in the city.”

CASBA celebrated its 30th anniversary this year, having been formed in 1988 to support people leaving
Monyhull Hospital to begin new lives in the community. With Monyhull Hospital closing twenty years ago,
they felt this was the perfect time to capture these stories and look at the changes in the lives of people
with Learning Disabilities now.

Everyone interested in learning about the history of this prominent institution and the story of its closure is
invited to attend CASBA’s event at Monyhull Church on Saturday 6th October from 1:30pm to 4:00pm. A
new film about Monyhull will be premiered, as well as a specially commissioned work of drama and there
will be a chance to hear from former staff and residents, as well as an exhibition revealing more about the
history of Monyhull Hospital. Refreshments will be provided.
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Images for use with this release are available here: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Rgu-dYuyuWsQUxTApZBhiETMd6c_Cscl 

About CASBA

CASBA is a charity based in South Birmingham. We specialise in the provision of Independent Advocacy
for adults with learning disabilities, and have provided support to the community for nearly 30 years. We
work with vulnerable adults across the full range of learning disabilities, which involves those with mild,
moderate, severe and profound disability. Often our clients also have other disabilities or health
conditions. The charity promotes and works to the professional guidelines of the National Advocacy
Charter and we understand advocacy to be - ‘taking action to help people say what they want, secure
their rights, represent their interests, and obtain services they need.

www.casba.org.uk 
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About the Heritage Lottery Fund

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and
protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and
buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and use #NationalLottery.

Further information

For further information please contact 

Contact: Joe Peacock Heritage Project Coordinator

Email: casbaheritage@btconnect.com

Telephone: 0121 475 0777, 07810 508720
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Company Contact:

   

CASBA  

T. 0121 4750777
E. casbaheritage@btconnect.com
W. https://www.casba.org.uk/

View Online

Additional Assets:

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.casba.pressat.co.uk
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