
 

Belu becomes first UK water company to make all plastic
bottles from 100% recycled plastic bottles

Friday 6 December, 2019

Belu becomes first UK water company to make all plastic bottles from 100% recycled plastic
bottles

The 100% recycled material used by the British water brand generates 75% less carbon emissions
than aluminium and is easily recycled unlike a carton. 

Today, pioneering social enterprise and ethical water company, Belu, has announced that it will become
the first water company in the UK to make 100% of its plastic bottles from 100% recycled plastic bottles.  

CEO Karen Lynch comments: ‘We have come to the conclusion that where the single use can’t be
removed, the answer to our anti-plastics challenge, is in fact, plastic. Our message is to first use less, but
when you buy bottles, buy better. 

‘Using 100% recycled plastic is the lowest carbon footprint option that can be part of a circular economy.

‘Belu is a social enterprise that gives 100% of profits to charity WaterAid, and our driver is to do the right
thing.  

‘If you must use a single-use bottle, the kindest thing you can do for the planet is to choose a bottle
made from 100% recycled plastic, and not a can or carton.  

‘Making bottles from 100% recycled plastic reduces carbon emissions and other pollutants; nothing new
needs to be made as it uses a resource that is already here. It will also create demand and value for
recycled plastic bottles which will ultimately fuel investment for better local recycling infrastructure.

‘By moving to manufacturing 100% recycled PET plastic, Belu estimates that it will generate about 60%
less carbon emissions than a comparable virgin bottle and about half that of a typical aluminium can
(which contains 70-73% recycle content). While cartons are closer in emissions, other environmental
impacts become more significant. A standard 500ml carton still contains 35% plastic and 5% aluminium
foil. Special processes are often needed to recycle them, and collection avenues are limited across the
country meaning only 37% of UK cartons are recycled.

‘When we looked at cartons we found that complexities of materials mean that these products cannot be
part of the circular economy we so firmly believe in.’ 

‘While some of the big water companies have trialed individual products made from 100% recycled
plastic, there has been no commitment to making this part of their wider business, instead these lines
have been given limited distribution.

‘From November 2019, Belu has committed to make 100% of our plastic bottles from 100% recycled
plastic bottles. We are the first in the market to completely switch over. All our bottles will now be made
from bottles, and they remain 100% recyclable too - so please do recycle.

‘Whilst we are one of the smaller brands in the market to make this commitment, we know it is the right
thing to do, and if we do this successfully, other brands will follow, as they did when we were the first
market with 50% recycled PET from 2012.

‘We are proud to introduce 100% recycled plastic Belu bottles with our long-standing partners including
Pizza Hut, Shake Shack, and Pure.

‘We’ve taken the opportunity to update our labels to ensure that people are completely clear that Belu
bottles are 100% recycled, 100% recyclable, 100% of our profits go to WaterAid.’
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Belu is a social enterprise that provides hotels, restaurants and catering providers with natural British
mineral water, filtration systems and refillable bottles with the lowest carbon footprint possible. As the
UK’s most ethical water company, their goal is a world in which everyone, everywhere, has clean water
to drink. They give 100% of profits to the charity WaterAid to help transform lives worldwide with clean
water. 

The Belu Filter Initiative has played a key role in the growth of the ethical water company, who gave a
record £1million in profits to WaterAid in 2018. It brings their total given to £4million so far, helping
to reach more than 270,000 people with clean water, decent toilets and good hygiene. 

Belu is carbon neutral, making a forward commitment to reduce carbon footprint each year.

Their Ethical Glass bottles are made from recycled content and are 100% recyclable. They remain the
first and only water brand to have achieved the independent British Standard Institute’s carbon neutrality
standard, PAS 2060. For more information, visit belu.org or follow @BeluWater on Twitter. 

About WaterAid

WaterAid is working to make clean water, decent toilets and good hygiene normal for everyone,
everywhere within a generation. The international not-for-profit organisation works in 28 countries to
change the lives of the poorest and most marginalised people. Since 1981, WaterAid has reached 26.4
million people with clean water and 26.3 million people with decent toilets. For more information, visit 
www.wateraid.org, follow @WaterAidUK or @WaterAidPress on Twitter, or find WaterAid UK on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/wateraid.

FAQs

We help generate a market for recycled plastic- reducing landfilling and incineration.
Packaging materials accounts for 82% of Belu’s carbon footprint.
Producing rPET produces about 60% less greenhouse emissions than virgin PET 1,9

Note: Caps and labels are made of made from non-recycled materials (presently). 

Recycled materials reduce environmental and social impacts from the petroleum supply chain
especially air pollution (e.g. acid rain and smog producing gases) 1,2.
74% of plastic drinking bottles are recycled in the UK3.
Study approaches vary but carbon emissions of rPET material are about 75-80% less than
aluminium4,5 and about 20 to 45% less than the material of a typical can 4,9 (with 70-73% recycled
content 6).
Producing aluminium requires strip mining of bauxite, can generate substantial water pollution
and negatively impact local communities and their water supply 7

A representative 22 g 500 ml carton contains 35.1% plastic (7.7 g) and 5.3% aluminium foil (1.16
g), which is over half the weight of a 16.15 g rPET bottle (including cap and label) and triple its
virgin plastic content.8

Cartons have greenhouse gas emissions closer to rPET but can generate other supply chain
issues e.g. air and water pollution from pulp and paper/aluminium industries.
Only 37% of cartons are recycled in the UK 3

Sources:

1.  WRAP 2008, APR 2018, Packaging Europe 2018,
2. WRAP 2007-2009
3. Valpak Databyte No 3
4. Defra 2019
5. Reuters 2019
6. Aluminium Insider 2019
7. Bauxite mining in Malaysia, Human Rights Watch Guinea
8. Carton CO2 Calculator- Tetra Pak for Tetra Prisma® Aseptic 500 Edge with Dream Cap 26 TM
9. Ecoinvent 2.2 (2010) and University of Bath data sets

10. University of Southampton

Distributed By Pressat page 2 / 3

http://www.belu.org/
http://www.wateraid.org/
http://www.facebook.com/wateraid
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Carbon Impact of Bottling Australian Wine in the UK- PET and Glass Bottles.pdf
https://plasticsrecycling.org/images/apr/2018-APR-Recycled-Resin-Report.pdf
https://packagingeurope.com/study-confirms-excellent-carbon-footprint-of-recycled-pet/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Final Report Retail 2010.pdf
https://www.valpak.co.uk/docs/default-source/information-zone/databite-no-3---drinks-container-recycling-rates.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/greenhouse-gas-reporting-conversion-factors-2019
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-environment-plastic-aluminium-insight/plastic-bottles-vs-aluminum-cans-wholl-win-the-global-water-fight-idUSKBN1WW0J5
https://aluminiuminsider.com/aluminium-can-recycled-content-rises-to-73-percent-report/
http://iiumedic.net/imjm/v1/download/volume_16_no_2/IMJM-Vol16-No2-137150.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/10/04/what-do-we-get-out-it/human-rights-impact-bauxite-mining-guinea
https://www.tetrapak.com/sustainability/environmental-impact/a-value-chain-approach/carton-co2e-footprint
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0921344915301245?token=71C73895396317E37B3AF71FDF6FB4307D3633B3E8E0C1B080DBAF96059862BB5DB9DB50A278117297CC6C7B1143F0FA
https://pressat.co.uk/


 

Company Contact:

   

Gemma Hitchon PR  

T. 07738 105087
E. gemma@entrepr.co.uk

View Online

Additional Assets:
https://belu.org

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.gemmahitconpr.pressat.co.uk
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