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Aspire Bags King's Award

Wednesday 6 May, 2026

London Good Work leader wins King’s Award for promoting opportunity
Aspire Community Works has been awarded the King’s Award for Enterprise for Promoting

Opportunity, recognising its leadership in improving pay, conditions and access to employment in the
everyday economy through its BetterforUs campaign.

The award highlights a practical model of delivery that links high-quality services with fair work. Aspire
holds the Mayor of London’s Good Work Standard at Excellence level — the highest level of accreditation
— reflecting its consistent commitment to Real Living Wage employment, flexible working, training and
progression. More than 90% of its workforce is recruited from disadvantaged backgrounds, and since
2015 the organisation has created over 140,000 hours of Real Living Wage employment.

BetterforUs was established to challenge the reality that too many publicly funded services are still Related
delivered through low-paid and insecure work. Drawing on direct delivery experience, the campaign Sectors:

demonstrates how public procurement can be used to secure better jobs alongside better services.
Business & Finance :: Charities &
non-profits :: Education & Human

This work is reinforced through Aspire’s wider programmes. Growing Green Circles is opening up routes  Resources :: Environment &

Nature :: Government :: Health ::

into green skills, biodiversity and community stewardship through the transformation of underused Public Sector & Legal *

spaces across London. Frameshifters works alongside this to support organisations to rethink how work

is structured, widening access and creating more inclusive and sustainable employment pathways. Related
Keywords:

Dr Katharine Sutton, Managing Director of Aspire Community Works, said:

Real Living Wage :: Good Work ::
i . . . Poverty :: Inequality ::

“This award matters because it exposes a simple truth: the everyday economy runs on work that is too Discrimination :: Disadvantage :

often low paid, insecure and not fit for health. People are locked in and locked out of the Labour Market  Giming: seertorin -

at the same time. Many are stuck in low paid, low status jobs that are bad for health, with no progression  Procurement ::

and toxic cultures. At the same time, millions of disabled people are locked out of employment by design.

Things must change. Innovative public procurement could help support a nation of good employers —

large and small. BetterforUs is all about making that shift happen.”

Scan Me:

Luke Kavanagh, social investment manager at Trust for London, said: “Too many people in London’s
everyday economy are trapped in low-paid and insecure work, which is a key driver of in-work poverty.
Aspire Community Works is showing that this does not have to be the case. Through BetterforUs and
their wider programmes, supported by Trust for London’s social investment, they are improving pay,
creating access to stable employment and opening up pathways for people who are often locked out of
opportunity. Their work is an important contribution to tackling poverty and inequality in London which we
support.”

-Ends-
Note to editors

1. Aspire Community Works is a community business working in the everyday economy, delivering
grounds maintenance, cleaning and environmental services while creating real opportunities for
local people. A Real Living Wage employer with over fifteen years’ experience, Aspire combines
high-quality service delivery with a strong social purpose, supporting people into stable work and
developing skills through its ‘grow your own’ approach. Its work is rooted in the belief that good
jobs, strong communities and a better environment go hand in hand and that practical, local
action can make a lasting difference.
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Company Contact:

Aspire Community Works Community Interest Company

T. 020 7033 4433
E. Katharine Sutton
W. betterforus.org.uk:...

Additional Contact(s):
07805 781113

View Online

Additional Assets:

Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
https://www.aspirecommunityworks.pressat.co.uk
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