
 

?Animals in energy shock – the secret ingredient in your
gas and electricity

Wednesday 4 July, 2018

Ecotricity announces world’s first vegan electricity as it reveals energy’s dirty secret

 

04/07/18 – In over half of Britain’s homes, millions of ethical consumers – the growing legion of vegans,
vegetarians and those concerned with animal rights are unknowingly powering their lives with electricity
and gas made using the by-products of the meat and dairy industries, including animal body parts. 

Today – renewable energy pioneers Ecotricity are highlighting this secret ingredient in the nation’s power
supply and launching a vegan version - the world’s first Vegan electricity.

Euphemistically described by one of the Big Six energy companies as “recycling” – the practice of using
animal by-products and even dead animals to make electricity and gas in Britain is widespread, not just
among the Big Six, but among smaller and even ‘green’ suppliers too. It’s a relatively well-kept secret,
typically disclosed only in regulatory materials.  

Late last year Big Six supplier SSE admitted it used dead salmon from factory fish farms in Scotland to
generate some of its power, while a media expose showed that small green supplier Good Energy
generated some of its 'ethical green energy’ using pig slurry from a factory farm at the centre of animal
cruelty allegations. Bulb, another small company claiming green credentials, supplies ‘green gas' from
the same type of source material. 

Ecotricity has a longstanding policy of refusing to buy electricity or gas from animal related sources – and
has now backed this up with Vegan Society registration for its electricity, with gas to follow.  

Dale Vince, Founder of Ecotricity, said:

“For millions of Britons there’s a secret ingredient in their power, energy companies big, small, brown
and green are using the by-products of factory farming to make electricity and gas. That’s not against the
law, but it shouldn’t be a secret, any more than the ingredients in the food we buy should be secret -
energy suppliers need to come clean. We need clear labelling of energy sourcing so that people can
make informed choices.

“A large and growing number of people in Britain make choices everyday according to their principles to
avoid animals and animal-derived products or those from factory farms - but millions of people unwittingly
supporting the meat industry with their energy bills.
 

“It’s a surprising and rather shocking new frontier for the issues of veganism and animal rights. It’s not
just the Big Six guilty of this – many independents and those who call themselves ‘ethical’ or ‘green’
are doing it too, rather shamefully.

“So today we’re launching a vegan version. while our electricity and gas have been vegan for as long as
we’ve been able we’re backing this up with registration from the Vegan Society so that people can be
clear. Electricity and gas might seem to be an unlikely place to find the things many of us want to avoid –
but it’s there.”

Chantelle Adkins, Head of Business Development at The Vegan Society, added: 

“Animals are needlessly used in almost every area of life, and electricity is sadly not an exception. As
vegans, we strive to avoid all animal use; it’s disheartening when we’re not able to do so.

“We hope that by highlighting the use of animal by-products to generate electricity we can help people
realise just how widespread animal use is in our society and inspire them to avoid it.”

For more information about Vegan Power, and whether your supply is contaminated, visit 
ecotricity.co.uk/veganpower.

Media:

Related
Sectors:

Environment & Nature :: Food &
Drink :: Lifestyle & Relationships 
:: Manufacturing, Engineering &
Energy ::  

Related
Keywords:

Green Energy :: Renewable :: 
Vegan :: Electricity ::  

Scan Me:

  

Distributed By Pressat
page 1 / 3

http://www.ecotricity.co.uk/veganpower
https://pressat.co.uk/


 

 

ENDS

Sources: 

thetimes.co.uk/article/vegans-in-shock-at-fish-electricity-9thcd5hcp 

dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4221860/Exposed-Hell-hole-pig-farm-used-green-energy.html

community.bulb.co.uk/discussion/169/bulb-gas-a-by-product-of-the-meat-industry

About Ecotricity
 Founded in 1995 from one wind turbine In Gloucestershire by the green industrialist Dale Vince,
Ecotricity was the world’s first green energy company and now supplies over 200,000 customers across
Britain with renewable power from the wind and sun – thanks to its growing fleet of wind and solar parks.

Ecotricity began building the Electric Highway motorway charging network for electric vehicles in 2011
and has now successfully powered over 55m miles of emission-free driving across the UK. Ecotricity also
owns the world’s first vegan football team, Forest Green Rovers, described recently by FIFA as the
“world’s greenest football club.” 

For more information, please contact:
 Will Guyatt, Head of Communications, Ecotricity (07799 334994) or will.guyatt@ecotricity.co.uk
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E. pressoffice@ecotricity.co.uk
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Newsroom: Visit our Newsroom for all the latest stories:
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