
 

AHEAD OF MUNICH AUCTION TOMORROW, EUROPEAN
JEWISH CHIEF CALLS ON GERMAN POLITICAL LEADERS
TO BAN SALE OF NAZI MEMORABILIA AND PUT BUYERS
ON WATCH LIST

Tuesday 19 November, 2019

“You all say ‘Never Again’, make it so”, urges Rabbi Menachem Margolin .

At 10am tomorrow morning (CET) a major Munich based auction house Hermann Historica is conducting
an online sale of personal items such as cutlery sets, jewellery and signed letters and photographs
belonging to the leadership of the Nazi Party – Himmler, Goring and Hitler himself among them.

European Jewish Association (EJA) Chairman Rabbi Menachem has written to the leadership of all of
Germany’s mainstream political parties to put in place legislation that will ban the public sale of such
items and - in the meantime - compel sellers to divulge the names of buyers so that they can be kept on
government watch lists in the interests of public safety.

In his letter to all the political leaders, the EJA Chief suggested that the authorities would want to know
who was buying the personal items of Osama Bin Laden, Anders Breivik or Stephan Ernst for public
safety reasons, and those glorifying, sentimentalising or adulating the Nazis are every bit as dangerous.

Rabbi Margolin wrote,

“Almost every week we at the European Jewish Association are having to respond to attacks on
community buildings and more worryingly still, physical or verbal attacks on Jews themselves.
Alarmingly, it is Germany that leads Europe in the sheer volume of reported anti-Semitic
incidents.

“Selling such items should be no different to selling the personal items belonging to Osama Bin
Laden, or Anders Breivik. The argument of historical interest is pure semantics. As political
representatives concerned with the wellbeing and safety of your citizens, we cannot help wonder
if you would not want to know who was buying Bin Laden’s fruit bowl or Stephan Ernst’s
photographs and why they would even want them.

“In waiting for a ban to be put in place, we urge the German authorities to compel auction houses
to divulge the names of those who are buying such material, in order to know whose hands they
have fallen into. The names should then be put on a government ‘watch’ list, for public safety.

“Six Million Jewish lives were lost during the Nazi regime. Today an increasing number of Jewish
lives are being lost and more are threatened because of the “oldest hatred”.

“Politicians are wont to say ‘never again’. We urge you to make it so.”
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