Passamezzo
Passamezzo was founded in 2001 and is a dynamic ensemble dedicated to the performance of Early Music in an accessible, educational and historically informed context. 

The ensemble specialise in English Elizabethan and Jacobean repertoire, the masque remaining an important part of their programming, and concerts have a distinct theatrical air created by costume, readings and presentation. The ensemble delights in all aspects of musical life, from the intimacy of the lute song, to the brash raucousness of the broadside ballad, from the sacred part song, to the profane insanity of bedlamite mad songs. The programmes are carefully researched with music frequently taken from manuscript sources. It is this range of material and overall spectacle, combined with the informative and accessible manner of their presentation, that makes Passamezzo such an engaging group. 

A passamezzo was a particular ground, or series of chords, popular throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  It might take the form of a simple song or dance (“Greensleeves” is the most well known example of this), but could also become a complex courtly dance or exhibition piece, with virtuosic and showy divisions played upon it.

Passamezzo have played in a number of venues including the British Museum; the Victoria and Albert Museum; Shakespeare's Globe Theatre; Hampton Court Palace and in theatres, concert halls, stately homes, churches, palaces and ruins throughout England. 

Television and Radio credits include: BBC Restoration and Howard Goodall’s The Truth about Carols (BBC2); Big Brother (Channel 4); Six Queens of Henry VIII (Channel 5); Frost Fair; King Lear and Boxing Day, (Radio 4); Vic Reeves’ Rogues (Discovery); Early Music for the Holidays; Christmas Carols, Chant and Legend (Harmonia Early Music/PRX).  Recent recordings include 'Shadows, not substantial things: Music in the works of James Shirley' and 'Shore to Shore: Meditations - Sacred Chant, Psalms and Hymns from England, Taize and Morocco.'

Passamezzo also work with Moroccan Sufi musicians, “Association Mogador Chant et Musique Soufie”, as part of the intercultural project “From Shore to Shore” (http://www.reepinfo.org/reep-in-morocco/), performing in England and Morocco.
www.passamezzo.co.uk
Eleanor Cramer Soprano, Bass Viol
Eleanor started her vocal studies at the junior department of the Royal Academy of Music where she also studied cello.  She began singing in Cambridge when she won a choral award at Clare College, where she read theology.  Currently she sings with the choir of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, under David Skinner.  She has also sung in the Choir of London in collaboration with the RPO.  Recent solo work includes: Miles in Britten's Turn of the Screw (with Seastar Opera); soprano arias in the St John Passion at St John's Cambridge; and at Snape Maltings with James Bowman.  Now following her passion for early music, Eleanor sang with Alamire on their 2010 Taverner recording.  She features as a soloist on a recently released recording of Weelkes with the viol consort Fretwork. Eleanor also sings with the Cambridge consort The Lady Frances Singers, whose first recording is currently in production.

Robin Jeffrey Lute, Guitar, Bass

Robin Jeffrey studied at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge and the Royal College of Music. A versatile performer on instruments of the lute and guitar families, he has played and recorded with many of the well-known names in the early music field, including The Sixteen, The King’s Consort, the Purcell Quartet and Red Byrd.

Robin has a long track record in opera and stage music. He has played in many productions of Monteverdi, Purcell and Handel operas for English National Opera, Scottish Opera, Opera North, Glyndebourne and other companies. He has also performed extensively in productions for the National Theatre, including The Beggar’s Opera, Peer Gynt and The Playboy of the Western World, and for Shakespeare’s Globe – most recently, Romeo and Juliet, Othello and the Merry Wives of Windsor.

Robin is a member of several groups, performing Jewish music with the Burning Bush, classical music of the Middle East with Mawwal, and traditional music of the British Isles with the New Scorpion Band. His playing of instruments such as the Arabian oud and Greek laouto has been heard on many television and film soundtracks, including The Passion of the Christ and Attila the Hun. His career has taken him to the U.S.A. and Canada, Colombia, Brazil, Japan, Australia and most countries in Europe.

Robin is married to Alessandra Testai, with whom he gives recitals of historical and traditional song, ranging from Baroque cantatas to songs of Constantinople and the Greek islands.
Alison Kinder Viols, Recorders
Alison Kinder read music at Oxford and was then given a scholarship by Trinity College of Music where she studied viol with Alison Crum, being awarded the college’s Silver Medal for Early Music Studies. She plays regularly with several ensembles including costumed group Passamezzo, Chelys consort of viols, Baroque ensemble Saltarello and the new Renaissance ensemble Philomel. 

A busy freelance concert schedule includes working with some of the leading performers and ensembles in the Early Music world, a recent highlight being with the Rose Consort at the BBC Proms.

A keen teacher of both children and adults, Alison is a tutor on a number of Early Music courses, including Rondo Viol Academy, the Easter Early Music Course and Norvis. She teaches viol and violin both privately and in schools, and directs the Warwickshire Youth Waits, a Renaissance band for young players which includes everything from recorders and viols to crumhorns, shawms, rebecs and more!

Alison has had a number of educational books published with colleague and fellow viol player Jacqui Robertson-Wade. They include group teaching material for viols and recorders, and a children’s music theory series called The Notehouse People. She recently finished a modern edition of the divisions from Christopher Simpson’s Division Viol treatise.
Tamsin Lewis Violin, Viols, Alto
Tamsin studied violin at the Florence Conservatoire and read Classics and Italian at Oxford.  She has written, arranged, directed and played music for a number of theatre productions including: Love's Welcome (English Heritage/Brunel University);Tempe Restored (Banqueting House); Play of the Weather; Arraygnment of Paris (Hampton Court Palace); Lilies on the Land (National Tour); Entertaining Morocco (Theatro Technis); The Real Hans Sachs (Linbury Studio, ROH); The City Wives Confederacy (Greenwich Playhouse); The Roaring Girl; The Jew of Malta; Dr Faustus (Rose Theatre); Spring's Glorie; Old Summer's Wakes and Revels (Shakespeare's Globe). 

Tamsin has published a number of music books with Rondo Publishing, and is a member of the Lions part theatre company, and plays in their festivals as a violin playing bear.  She plays and teaches historical music at Hampton Court Palace and  was musical consultant for the recently released film about John Wilbye Draw on Sweet Night.
Richard Mackenzie Lute, Guitar, Bass
Richard MacKenzie is rapidly gaining recognition as a soloist and collaborative artist on renaissance and baroque lutes, renaissance, baroque and classical guitars, vihuela and theorbo. His current ensembles include Chordophony (Europe's only professional lute quartet), The Portrait Choir (choir-in-residence at The National Portrait Gallery), Oxford Baroque (dir. Jeremy Summerly), and Mascherata, whilst his many collaborations have involved Charivari Agréable (dir. Kah-Ming Ng), Ex Cathedra (dir. Jeffrey Skidmore), The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, The Yorkshire Baroque Soloists (dir. Peter Seymour), His Majestys Sagbutts & Cornetts, I Fagiolini, Fiori Musicali featuring James Bowman, The City Waites (dir. Lucie Skeaping), The Apollo Baroque Consort, The Amadè Players, The Brook Street Band, Vespri Segreti, Sounds Baroque, Shakespeare’s Globe (Henry V, Titus Andronicus and Julius Caesar), and Oxford's New Chamber Opera. In addition, April 2012 saw Richard assistant-directing the European Lute Orchestra's appearance at the Teatro Olimpico, Vicenza. He has performed at every major British early music festival, and he has appeared on BBC Radio 3 and BBC 2 on multiple occasions.

Since completing a degree in music at The Queen's College, University of Oxford, Richard has seen the release of two solo albums, and the publication of a musicological work, a critical edition of Granata’s Armoniosi Toni… (Bologna, 1684).
Michael Palmer Actor, Baritone
This is Michael’s fourth tour with Passamezzo. His recent theatre work includes playing Macbeth for a tour of the US. Also tours of All Creatures Great and Small and The Butterfly Lion, both for Bill Kenwright Ltd. Other Shakespeare productions are Twelfth Night, Merchant of Venice, Taming of the Shrew, Hamlet and King Lear with theatre companies throughout the UK.

Musicals are Footloose; The Wedding Singer; Sondheim’s Company; and quite a number of years with his favourite show Sing a long a Abba.

On the TV: How Not to Live Your Life; Casualty; Waking the Dead; Wish Me Luck and Bear Behaving Badly.

He also teaches Drama at the Sylvia Young Theatre School.
