The Extinction Collection
Extinction is a collection of artworks highlighting climate change through time, including works featuring fossils and ancient artefacts from Happisburgh in Norfolk, the home of Explorers Against Extinction, UK Charity 1177505.
Happisburgh is the site of the earliest known human occupation in the UK, dating back 900,000 years. It will be one of the first UK communities lost to coastal erosion.
Extinction comprises 22 works, many featuring fossils and artefacts of animals and early humans made extinct by historic climate change.
Other works highlight today’s endangered species and at-risk wild spaces and invite us to consider the relationship between humans, climate change and extinction. 
Together the collection offers a tangible way to consider extinction through time.
www.extinct.org.uk

1. Richard Deacon CBE RA    
Long in the Tooth 2023 (Toothmarks); 
Teeth from Southern mammoth, Steppe mammoth and Straight-tusked elephant (c. 1,500,000 – 450,000 BCE), all made extinct in Happisburgh by historic climate change. They are mounted on partially fossilised wood from an ancient, flooded forest (c. 800,000 BCE) and granite pedestals. 
Pedestal 1: Granite h: 45  d. 27 cm.  Southern Mammoth Tooth (c. 1.5 Million BCE)
Pedestal 2: Granite h: 45  d. 27 cm.  Sea-rolled Steppe Mammoth Tooth (c. 1 Million BCE)
Pedestal 3: Granite h: 45  d. 27 cm.  Steppe Mammoth Tooth (c. 1 Million BCE)
Pedestal 4: Granite h: 45  d. 27 cm.  Straight-Tusked Elephant Tooth (c. 450 Million BCE)
“The four teeth describe a considerable stretch of time… they stand in for something that is now missing. Their disappearance was, in part, the consequence of climate change and of rising and falling sea levels, the evidence for which is powerfully present on the Norfolk Coast.” 

2. Emily Young FRBS
The Connection – A Meeting of Minds 2023; 
Carved 250-million-year-old clastic quarzite (Tuscany, Italy) with Homo antecessor flint hand axe (Happisburgh, Norfolk, UK) dating to at least 600,000 years ago.
Work: h. 57 cm. Plinth: h. 130 cm. Base:50 cm rusted, oiled steel
“The knapped hand-axe shows a way of working with stone that has passed down over millions of years. It manifests the relationship to my own way of working stone now - to my hand striking pieces of stone from a mother piece, to make something that also carries intention and care.”  

3. Peter Randall-Page RA
Reflection on Extinction - you don’t know what you’ve got ’till it’s gone, 2023; 
Heel bone of a Steppe mammoth ( c. 1,000,000 BCE) and 3-D printed reverse cast of the fossil, cast in bronze and gilded gold.
Heel bone: h. 25  l. 20  w. 20 cm.   Bronze:  h. 25  l. 20  w. 20 cm
“The mammoth is one of Earth’s most iconic species. This mammoth lived nearly 1 million years ago in Happisburgh and its kind were driven away as historic climate change raised sea levels and drowned the tundra on which it lived. This bone comes from a mammoth’s foot, representing its walk towards extinction, mirrored by a gilded, bronze cast of the fossil in gold, representing the irreplaceable value of what we’ve lost.”


4. David Nash OBE RA
Faraway Trees, 2024; 
800,000 year old pine cones recovered from the sediments of Happisburgh beach, mounted on a carved oak base.
H. 25 W. 28  D. 12 cm
Glaciers and rivers buried the ancient landscape in sand and clay long ago but erosion along the Happisburgh coastline is revealing secrets about the past. In 2013 The British Museum discovered the oldest human footprints outside Africa, dating back 950,000-850,000 BCE preserved in the clays on the beach. Also uncovered were ancient wood and pinecones from the ancient forest that these people lived in, flooded as sea levels rose through historic climate change.
.
5. Conrad Shawcross RA
Within the plane of the Elliptic 2024; 
Hand-blown glass disc pierced by a galvanised aluminium shaft. A Lower Palaeolithic flake c. 600,000 BCE is mounted on its tip, representing the extinction of species left behind by our universe by the axis of time.
D: 51 cm
“Within the plane of the Elliptic” features a hand-axe from an ancient human species made extinct through historic climate change. The way the flint has been striked through the action of the bulb of percussion has left ripples on the hand-axe – these echo the ripples in the glass disc.”

6. Julian Stair OBE
“These ossuaries commemorate the flora and fauna of a past world. They contain the archaeological remains of wondrous beasts that lived a million years ago, and are made from the clay in which the vestiges of their lives - mineralised bone, ivory, a mammoth’s tooth - have been preserved.”

Ossuary for Megafauna 1, 2024
Ostend Till, hand built, contemporary flora ash
Southern Mammoth tooth, c. 1,200,000 BCE
Steppe Mammoth tooth fragment, c. 8000,000 BCE
Cave Bear Jaw, c. 1,500,000 to 1,200,000 BCE
Straight-Tusked Elephant tooth fragment, c. 400,000
Fragment of Woolly Mammoth skull, c. 40,000
Steppe/Southern Mammoth tusk fragment, c. 1,000,000

H. 39 cms, W. 29 cms, h. 15cms

Ossuary for Megafauna 2, 2024
Thrown Happisburgh Till, mineralised mammoth bones (800,000 to 1,200,000 BCE), wood ash shadow from contemporary flora.

H. 11.5 cm, d. 21 cm	 				 

Ossuary for a Horse Bone Fragment 2024

Thrown Ostend Till, mineralised horse bone (c. 400,000 BCE) natural flint, flux and wood (800,000 BCE).

H. 11.5 cm, d. 16 cm					


Ossuary for Pine Cones 2024

Thrown Happisburgh Till, pine cones (800,000 BCE), natural flint, flux. Pine cones dating to c.800,000 BCE recovered from below the glacial deposits at Happisburgh.

H. 8 cm x d. 13 cm					

Ossuary for Mammoth Ivory

Hand-built Happisburgh Till, Mammoth Ivory (800,000 – 1.2 million BCE), flux and mineralised bone (800,000 BCE).

W. 22 cm, d. 14 cm, h. 8 cm				

Ossuary for a Twig

Hand built Happisburgh Till, fragment of wood (800,000 BCE), flux and mineralised bone (800,000 BCE).

W. 10 cm, d. 7.5 cm, h. 5 cm		

		 




7. Eleanor Lakelin
Pine Studies #1 2024; 
875,000 year old pine found at Happisburgh beach. 
Cast pine rosin. Pine pitch glue (charcoal from Happisburgh pine and melted rosin). Linseed oil/turpentine finish.

H: 56  d: 29 cm

Pine Studies #2 2024; 
875,000 year old pine found at Happisburgh beach. Cast pine rosin. Pine pitch glue (charcoal from Happisburgh pine and melted rosin). 
This work is in progress, showing the wood as it completes the process of drying. The piece will be finished in the coming weeks.
H: 36  d: 23 cm

“Pine Studies (#1, #2) is an experiment in adaptation and unpredictability. We felt our way through a uniquely vulnerable material. The oldest wood people tend to experience is bog oak, and that is only 5,000 years old. The pine uncovered at Happisburgh beach is around 875 000 years old. Far from behaving like a workable material, the wood moves with a kind of mercurial, even alien animism.”

8. Jon Foreman
Stone Moon, 2024
D. 200cm
Made from redstone collected from the foreshore of Freshwater West beach, Stone Moon is the twin work of Clay Moon. While Clay Moon is made from clay, washed from Happisburgh’s eroding cliffs, on Norfolk’s east coast, Stone Moon is created from rocks eroded from Pembrokeshire’s wild west coast, nearly 400 miles away, where the artist is based. Freshwater West beach, like Happisburgh beach, has experienced increased coastal erosion due to sea level rise as a result of climate change. Stones get progressively smaller and smoother to represent the erosion process. This is the artist’s first permanent work. 

Clay Moon, 2024; 
Jon’s signature moon crescent land art, made from loose clay sediments, was created on the beach at Happisburgh in Norfolk.  The clay sediments which make up the soft layer cake cliffs characteristic of this stretch of coastline, were initially deposited by four historic glaciers. With sea level rise the cliffs are being eaten away at an increased rate.  Every cliff fall reveals clues about the species who once lived here but are now extinct. 
Clay Moon was erased by the North Sea over a period of several days.

A still of Clay Moon taken by Jon is available for sale. 
Limited Edition of 10. Signed and numbered by the artist. Please ask to view.


9. [bookmark: _Hlk176430941]Andy Goldsworthy
Three River Works, Dumfriesshire, 2023; 
Three River Works (Cutting, Grinding, Red Splash), a video artwork created using ancient Happisburgh flints – a hand-axe and flake dating back over 600,000 years BCE - to create colour from Scottish ironstone where the artist lives.
Two Limited Edition Prints are available from the work, signed by the artist. Please ask to view.


10. Michael Pinsky
Mammoth, 2024; 
Filmed in Happisburgh and the Marshall Islands, this video work uses fragments of mammoth teeth from Happisburgh beach to tie together the quiet extinction of this iconic species through historic climate change, with the self-inflicted destruction of our world represented by the teeth bring dropped into the depths of the crater make by the largest ever nuclear detonation at Bikini Atoll.
A Limited Edition of 10 triptych of images is available from the work, signed by the artist. Please ask to view.


11. [bookmark: _Hlk177398776]Daniel Beltrá
Iceland #5, Hvítá River, 2014;  
Chromogenic print
Daniel Beltrá captures the profound beauty and vulnerability of the natural world in his photographs. Reflecting the scale and magnitude of land, sky and sea from an aerial perspective, this image shows the river flowing towards the open sea, heavy with sediment from melting glaciers. Changes in the Hvítá river’s flow and temperature have a significant impact on the landscape and people of South Iceland. The beauty Beltrá captures serves as a hopeful reminder of our planet’s greatest treasures, as well as an urgent plea to protect them from further harm.

12. Sebastião Salgado
Brooks Range, Alaska, USA, June-July 2009; 
Argentic photography, 50 x 60 cm signed, framed print.
This photograph was taken in the eastern part of the Brooks Range, which rises to over 9,800 feet (3,000 metres); the rugged stretch of mountains is sliced by deep river valleys and numerous glaciers. The immense variety of microclimates results from the collision of cold air from the Arctic and hot air coming from the Yukon River region of central Alaska. The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) is the largest wildlife refuge in the United States, covering six ecozones. Records show it’s getting warmer and wetter disrupting the ecosystem with dire consequences. 

13. Richard Mosse

Log Barges, Santarem, Brazil 
Archival pigment print, 63 1/2 x 28 inches, Edition 4 of 5
“Large quantities of tropical hardwood moored on the side of the Amazon River. These are very often illegally logged and then fraudulently certified before being exported and sold on international markets. This map of log barges was made not long after President Bolsonaro’s Minister of the Environment, Ricardo Salles, resigned after federal police raided his offices in an investigation into the enabling of international exportation of protected hardwoods in the Santarem area. It cannot be verified whether this timber is related to Salles and the investigation. It is highly likely that the vast majority of these logs were culled illegally and are destined for international markets.”



14. Michael Kenna
Huangshan Mountains, Study 31, Anhui, China; 
Silver halide print 4/45
Typically of the artist, this image is shot in black and white, accentuating the contrast between the light which floods through cracks in the clouds and the consuming depths of the mountain’s crevices. The image captures the grandeur, beauty and fragility of Huangshan. Michael Kenna’s Huangshan series was created over a period of three years, during which he revisited the mountain range multiple times. His photographs can be regarded as a meditation on the relationship between humans and the natural world.  An increased frequency of forest fires, along with landslides, storm damage and changes to precipitation levels due to climate change may have irreversible consequences for the endemic species living in this UNESCO World Heritage site.

15. [bookmark: _GoBack]Beverly Joubert
Water Lord; 
Limited edition print (1/10); Fine Art archival paper
Elephants need fresh water to survive, drinking 100-200 litres a day. One of the consequences of climate change is extended periods of drought, impacting thousands of savannah elephants and other species.
“This elephant came over to our canoe while feeding gently on swamp grasses on the Zambezi River.”
