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DURHAM STUDENT
WINS BLUEPRINT
COMPETITION SOLE
TRADER PRIZE FOR
INNOVATIVE
STUDENT APPAREL
WEBSITE

Freya Mclvor, a 19 year old Ancient History student at Grey College, Durham University
has won the Sole Trader Award at Blueprint 2012, the North East Universities Business
Planning Competition. At a glittering awards ceremony held at the Newcastle Gateshead
Hilton on Thursday evening, she also came away with the Runners Up award in the
‘Creativity & Design’ category.

Freya’s big idea was to create an innovative online brand aimed at students, from schools
through to universities, providing sports teams, clubs and societies with an easy to use
website for the creation, ordering and fulfillment of student stash such as personalised
t-shirts, hoodies and sweatshirts. “I’ve experienced for myself the difficulties of searching
for a reliable supplier who could supply a quality sweatshirt printing service, on time and
on budget. This got me thinking that there must be a more efficient way of not only
improving purchasing but also to assist in the artwork creation, payment and distribution
to individual club members” Freya commented.

Her other big idea is to also enable fellow students to establish their own affiliate web stores
and profit from future sales of their apparel designs. Freya added, “I also wanted to
empower students, clubs and societies to be able to setup their own versions of the website
where they could profit from their own designs and ‘earn while you learn!’ as I like to put
it”

The Blueprint Business Planning Competition brings together the brightest entrepreneurs
from the North East’s five universities with the region’s most astute and forward-thinking
businesses. Blueprint is more than a business competition; it is an opportunity for vibrant



graduates and undergraduates to make the very best of their talents and skills regionally,
with dedicated support and mentoring from local and national businesses.

Having only just launched her website last week (www.thestah.co) Freya has been busy
spreading the word on Facebook and Twitter, “I only launched the site on Tuesday, so to
win an award just two days later is quite surreal. I’'m really grateful for the help I've had
from the mentor Blueprint provided from www.entrust.co.uk, they’ve given me the
confidence to just Go For It!”, says Freya.

Freya’s biggest challenge is to balance her time between business and her studies. “I’m in
my second year at Durham now and it’s quite long hours, but I just keep reminding
myself of the current employment situation for students and the need to make a living
when I graduate”

End.

About The Stash Company

Freya Mclvor’s innovative online brand is aimed at students, from schools through to
universities, providing sports teams, clubs and societies with a comprehensive online
solution for the creation, ordering and fulfilment of personalised apparel.

The system also empowers users to establish their own affiliate web stores and profit from
future sales of their apparel designs.

Tel: 0191 406 0645
Email: online@thestash.co
www.thestash.co

About Blueprint

The Blueprint Business Planning Competition brings together the brightest entrepreneurs
from the North East’s five universities with the region’s most astute and forward-thinking
businesses. Blueprint is more than a business competition; it is an opportunity for vibrant
graduates and undergraduates to make the very best of their talents and skills regionally,
with dedicated support and mentoring from local and national businesses.

“North East students are extraordinarily enterprising — Blueprint helps them realise
their potential while at the same time benefiting the region by developing a strong and
innovative business community.” Max Robinson, Competition Creator.
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