LOCALIS

4. National Scorecard of Labour Market Risk

Localis has produced a scorecard ranking 47 Strategic Authority areas of the country most at risk
from the automation of jobs (see below for definition).

What is a Strategic Authority?

A Strategic Authority is the recognised body which leads the industrial strategy in a local area. It
would most commonly be a formal collaboration of local authorities across a geographic area. This
would be different to a (non-mayoral) combined authority because of a) the requirement for an
additional level of democratic mandate and b) the new suite of powers it would wield.

To become a strategic authority an area must first have in place;

o Aformal collaborative arrangement of local councils across a geography. (Our previous
report, The Making of an Industrial Strategy, introduced the concept and this report includes
a map indicating the breakdown of strategic authorities in England?.)

e Democratic legitimacy in the form of either a) a directly elected mayor, b) a strategic
authority wide elected assembly led by a chair voted for by the assembly or c) in areas
where the formal collaborative agreement consists of a county and its districts or a sole
unitary county, the county could become the strategic authority (with agreement from
partner councils where appropriate).

The rankings indicate Berkshire and Brighton and Hove are joint best-placed to cope with change,
and Lincolnshire is the Strategic Authority most at risk from the combined threats of: -

i) restricted post-Brexit migration;
i) increased automation of jobs;
iii) low skills bases;

iv) demographics.
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