
The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
 
The Lobular Moon Shot Project – a joint cross-party request 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
We write together, across political parties, to ask your Government to fund the 
proposed £20 million, five-year Lobular Moon Shot Project research programme, 
subject to appropriate scientific proposals, independent peer review and governance. 
 
Many of us, or representatives of our parties, have previously written individually to 
Government in support of this research. 
 
Today, we are writing together. 
 
Invasive lobular breast cancer is the second most common form of breast cancer, 
with around 22 women diagnosed every day in the UK. Yet there remains no 
treatment specifically designed for its distinct biology. 
 
The Lobular Moon Shot Project was co-founded by the late Dr Susan Michaelis 
BCA(hon), who you previously met on a zoom call. Susan campaigned for this 
research while living with terminal stage-four invasive lobular breast cancer. She 
knew that any advances would likely come too late to help her. She fought for the 
many women who would come after her. 
 
Her campaign has since secured the support of 466 MPs from across the political 
spectrum. We believe the time has come to turn that extraordinary political 
consensus into action. 
 
There is clear precedent for Government supporting dedicated, important research 
missions where greater focus is needed, including the Dame Tessa Jowell Brain 
Cancer Research Mission, dedicated MND research funding, and the Dame Barbara 
Windsor Dementia Mission. At £20 million over five years, the Lobular Moon Shot 
Project would be a relatively modest investment with the potential to improve 
diagnosis, treatment, and outcomes for thousands of women. It would also send a 
powerful signal of the UK’s ambition to lead the world in life sciences and medical 
research. 
 
The remaining question is not whether this research commands political support. It 
plainly does. 
 
We want to make our collective position clear: if your Government enables this 
programme to proceed, it will have our united support. 
 



There should be no question of which party receives the credit. The credit belongs to 
the researchers, patients, families and campaigners who have brought us to this 
point - and to Susan, who fought for research she knew would not save her own life. 
Cancer is not party-political. Neither is the research needed to defeat it. 
 
We therefore respectfully ask you to make the Lobular Moon Shot Project a 
Government priority and establish the funding route necessary for the £20 million, 
five-year programme to proceed. 
 
If you do so, you will have our support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP 
Shadow Secretary of State for Health 
and Social Care 
 

 
Rt Hon Sir Ed Davey MP 
Leader of the Liberal Democrats 

 
Nigel Farage MP 
Leader of Reform UK 

 
Rt Hon John Swinney MSP 
First Minister of Scotland 
 

 
Michelle O’Neill MLA 
Vice President of Sinn Féin (Leas-
Uachtarán) 

 
Russell Findlay MSP 
Leader of the Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party 

 
Rachael Hamilton MSP 
Scottish Conservative Deputy Leader 



 
Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 
Leader of the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats 

 

 
Rt Hon Gavin Robinson MP 
Leader of the Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) 
 

 
Zack Polanski 
Leader of the Green Party of England 
and Wales 

 
Liz Saville Roberts MP 
Dwyfor Meirionnydd 
Plaid Cymru Westminster Leader 
 

 
Claire Hanna MP 
Leader of the SDLP 
 

 

 
Naomi Long MLA 
Leader of the Alliance Party 
 

 
Jim Allister KC MP 
Leader of Traditional Unionist Voice 
(TUV) 

 
Jon Burrows MLA 

Leader of the Ulster Unionist Party 

 
Jane Dodds MS | AS 
Leader of the Welsh Liberal Democrats 
 

 
 
Malachai O’Hara MLA 
Leader of the Green Party Northern 
Ireland 
 

 

  
Gillian Mackay MSP & Ross Greer MSP 
Co-Leaders of the Scottish Green Party 
 

 

 


